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    How Old is
       170?

Aging is a dual sword. On the bright side, it is 
added wisdom with earned knowledge and 
experience. On the other, it bears the risk 
of chronic fatigue and impaired memory.  

 Whose age is another question. For humans, 170 
years are beyond consideration while in the context of 
history, 170 could be irrelevant and inconsequential.
 What remains is the measuring tool used; the 
impact observed.
 In 2016, the Armenian Evangelical Church 

   – 
celebrates the 170th Anniversary of its founding. 
 I am not about to engage in the historical disserta-
tion of its founding. For the inquisitive minds volumes 
abound on the subject.  
 Today, as we celebrate yet another milestone an-
niversary of the AEC, we praise God for the illumina-
tion that it has brought to the nation from the historical 
Homeland to the Near East and all over the Diaspora.
 The Armenian Missionary Association of America 
embraces the grateful notion that the cradle of its glori-
ous century old service rendered to the nation is the 
founding of the Armenian Evangelical Church in 1846 
in Constantinople. It could be argued that the AMAA 
enjoys a symbiotic relationship of interdependence 
with the Church where, having been delivered by it 
has been faithful in its mission of reinforcing, support-
ing and sustaining the deliverer and its mission.
 The legacy of the AEC on the stage of the nation’s 
modern history has been one of a glowing halo of 
service in educational, spiritual, cultural, social and 

-
ous journey. 
 The Church however, at the threshold of any 
milestone, cannot justify its existence and stall its zest 
relying on past glories. The living church of Christ, of 
which the AMAA is an integral part, must be ready and 

Editorial

alert to face new challenges 
that an evolving world breeds 
every day.  Challenges such as:

global disintegration and 
decline of moral and spiri-
tual values 
division and discord within 
the Church that could be 
obviated in humility and 
Christian love
physical threats of extinction to Christians and 
minorities in the Near East 
existential threat from hostile neighbors to our 
ancestral homeland
and, erosion of our mother tongue, the language 
of the founders of AEC.

 Today, more than ever, armed with fervent cheer-
fulness and invigorated faith, the Church needs to 
face the future with a solid commitment and iron will 
to march forward with its mission of spreading God’s 
love to our people and all mankind. The legacy of the 
past can only constitute a useful platform for a leap 
forward.
 It is our heartfelt wish and expectation that the 
Church, faithful to its core mission and hand in hand 
with the Universal Church, will share the Good News 
of the Kingdom and preach the Gospel all over the 
world for a witness to all nations calling man to turn 
back to the fountain of eternal love and good, God 
Almighty.
 How old is 170?
 With perpetual dynamism, age is irrelevant.     

Zaven Khanjian
Executive Director/CEO
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While the Armenian Evangelical world celebrates the 170th Anniversary of its formal 

main aspects come to mind:

By Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian*

For Guidance and Continued Reformation

Inspirational Corner
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 How I wish I could stand before you today and share 
the joyful news of the arrival of the "crimson dawn" as 

evil hands at the turn of the last century.

collectively did a fairly good job. By the Centennial of 

of reward and victory raising our national struggle to an 

But there is also a wealth of tangible and intangible loot 
that needs to be recovered and a crime that needs to be 
brought to justice.

THE CRIMSON DAWN

devotion and commitment to an iron ladle. I have an 

literature and technology and that is our way to go.

Will await the arrival of the crimson dawn

Zaven Khanjian
April 24, 2016, Times Square, New York

PHOTO CREDIT: ANAHID KAPRIELIAN



A word of congratulations and encouragement to our 

Armenian Evangelical sisters and brothers 

April 2016 

 
It is with great joy that we greet you in the name of our risen Savior, Jesus Christ!

 
In the midst of this Easter season, as we celebrate the wonder and hope of resurrection, we also approach

the 170th birth anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church.  As inheritors of the legacy of the 

American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions (ABCFM), we are especially proud and honored

to send you our congratulations, as our history is intertwined in mission and common cause, and our 

present remains linked through partnership. 

 
Established in Constantinople, Turkey (Istanbul today) on July 1, 1846, “midwived” (as your leadership

has put it) by our early missionaries, the Armenian Evangelical community has engaged in theological 

reform, participated actively in educational and social progress, and maintained a deep Christian witness

and presence throughout the Middle East, and indeed the world.  You have also experienced the trauma of

Genocide, and now the impact—with so many others—of the Syria war, but have remained strong and 

proud, looking forward even as you carry the memory and reality of great tragedy with you.  Your strong 

sense of survival and identity includes your profound commitment to service and the betterment of the 

whole of society. 

 
Our churches are enriched by the membership of and relationships with Armenian Evangelicals here in

North America—in our churches and through the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America—and

the global relationships and engagement we share are strong, most notably with the Union of Armenian

Evangelical Churches in the Near East, including Haigazian University, and the Armenian Missionary 

Association of America.  Spiritual, educational, and formational ministries continue to be your emphases,

and we are proud to participate with you in those. 

 
As you prepare to mark this important anniversary in the life of your church and community, please 

accept our congratulations and prayers for your continued presence and witness.. 

In Christ,
 
Rev. Dr. John Dorhauer

Rev. Dr. Sharon Watkins

General Minister and President
General Minister and President

United Church of Christ  
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

 
Rev. Dr. James Moos

Rev. Julia Brown Karimu

Executive Minister

President 

Wider Church Ministries, UCC
Division of Overseas Ministries, Disciples

Co-Executive, Global Ministries
Co-Executive, Global Ministries 

Dr. Peter Makari

Executive, Middle East and Europe

 Global Ministries

170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church
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   ...  that they may be one (John 17:11)  … 
17.11)  ... afin qu'ils soient un (Jean 17:11)

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________

     

170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church

 July 1, 2016 marks the 170th Anniversary of the founding of the Armenian Evangelical

Church (AEC). Anniversaries are not only opportune times to look backward and honor the

past, but also to look forward to the future, to renew people’s dedication, and to challenge them

to greater efforts.

 The 170th Anniversary is an appropriate time to pay tribute to the memory of the pioneers,

and salute those who followed in the footsteps of the "founding fathers" and kept the torch of

faith burning. It is also an appropriate time to renew our dedication and be challenged to venture 

for greater accomplishments.

contributions to the Armenian nation have been manifold in the religious, educational, social, 

political, philanthropic and leadership areas. 

 The following are but a few of those accomplishments: AEC created a revival of spiritual

values among the Armenian people; it translated and popularized the Bible in the language of

the people; it placed a great emphasis on Christian education through its Church schools, youth 

organizations and Christian camps; it developed a sound educational network ranging from 

kindergarten to university, and educated thousands of Armenians; it established many philan-

thropic and missionary institutions which served as Good Samaritans to many; it contributed to 

the enhancement of the Armenian culture through its publications, news media and programs;

it gave the Armenian nation many great individuals who provided leadership to the nation, and 

it became a pioneer in the 20th Century ecumenical movement. 

 On the 170th Anniversary, as we thank God for these accomplishments, we realize that some 

of AEC’s ideals are in danger of being tarnished and some of its followers’ loyalties are growing 

dim. The future places before us some challenges. We must recover the zeal of our forefathers 

for evangelism. The AEC was born of evangelism and for evangelizing. We should continue

to emphasize the importance of one’s personal relationship with Christ; we need to inspire our 

members to lead reformed and changed lives according to the teaching of the Bible; to preserve

and perpetuate our Armenian heritage; to make our churches witnessing communities of faith

and to prepare competent and spiritual leadership.  -

public of Armenia and Nagorno Karabagh (Artzakh) in order to strengthen them spiritually,

economically, politically and socially, and also to help the displaced Armenians of the Middle

East.
 The AEC should become a dynamic, witnessing community relating faith to all areas of

life through ministry, work, deed and lifestyle. It should embody, interpret and communicate

Armenian Christendom in its spiritual and cultural dimension. 

 The 170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church will hopefully be a time not 

only to recall the past, but also an occasion to meet the challenges of the future.

                        

Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director of the Armenian Evangelical World Council
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Rev. Dr. Ron Tovmassian,  Moderator, AEUNA
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Rev. Dr. René Leonian, President of the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in Eurasia



10  AMAA NEWS, April-May-June 2016

   
( )  170

  ,   , 
,      

      , 
   

 
  

 
,

    
, 

       
 ,        

   
,      

   
 

  
   , 

     

ì»ñ.¶¨áñ· ¶³ëå³ñÛ³Ý, Ð²º ÙÇáõÃÛ³Ý Ý³Ë³·³Ñ
ºñ»õ³Ý« Ð³Û³ëï³Ý

UNION DES EGLISES EVANGÉLIQUE ARMÉNIENNE FRANCE
ème l’Eglise Evangélique Arménienne
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As an Armenian born and raised in Lebanon, I have lived 
with the dual identities and histories that have been ex-

Armenian, in its perseverance for a national identity and a solution 

20th Century, the Armenian Genocide. The two have one thing in 

a life that goes much further than the personal dimension and em-
braces different aspects of the community at large.

-
menian Evangelical Church was to reform the Armenian Church, 
nevertheless, its mandate, like any other church, includes the world 
as well." In this respect, my Armenian Evangelical training also 
shaped my career to serve Armenian and international communi-
ties through the United Bible Societies with the Word of God that 
provides hope for a better life.  
 My journey in the pursuit of hope started in 1975, the year 
the Civil War in Lebanon broke out. This was also the year when 
as a fresh high school graduate I lost my father. Life turned to be 
a mission for a young boy who did not enjoy the carelessness and 
carefree attitude of many his age.

-
ence.  It is ongoing, because of the Arab Spring, the ethnic and 
denominational upheavals throughout the Arab region, the threat 
posed by ISIS, and the continuous persecution of Christians and 
other minorities. All these are present challenges to my life in the 
Middle East.  And I ask myself, how can I survive in a region like 

Often, it seems to me that peace is a mirage in the desert. 
 My queries go on. As a member of the Armenian Evangelical 
Church, where do I stand in relation to other Armenian denomina-
tions? As a member of the Diaspora in Lebanon, where do I stand 
in relation to communities scattered around the world? 

-
spectives eventually form the identity of the individual who in turn 
establishes an entity, a community in life.  Indeed, the hope of the 
Bible has helped me to create an identity for myself and a sense of 

Kassouni believes that "the Armenian Evangelical teaching is based 
on liberal principles, enhances freedom of conscious, stimulates 
critical thinking, encourages other lines of thought, and establishes 
moderation in the person’s community life and relationships." These 

and spiritual growth in life. 

 Interestingly enough, Walter Bruegge-
mann explains that newness in one’s life 
is given by God and is supposed to be the 

his assertion by linking Exodus with what Jesus did on the cross.  
For him, Jesus’ death and resurrection is the ultimate Exodus where 
we learn that hope is never generated among us but always given to 
us. Walter Brueggemann believes that the task of prophetic ministry 
and imagination is to bring people to engage with their experiences 
of suffering and death, an experience that energizes and links people 

the despair that seems to have no end or resolution. 
 In this context, these same pains have enriched my life in seek-

me realize that it is possible to live, prosper and dream irrespective 
of my hybrid identities and homelands.  This same hope has made 
me a proud Armenian and an equally proud Lebanese.  This hope 
has challenged me to understand the Other and the pain of the Other. 
This hope helps me to be pro-active in creating newness in my life 
and in the lives of many others. By encouraging communities to 
be engaged with the Bible, I have personally witnessed the lives of 
people from "the four corners of the earth" change after engaging 
with God’s Word.
 The political scene in the Middle East and the rest of the world 
seems to be gloomy and uncertain. The socio-economic factors are 
even less encouraging. What can be done in a region and a world 
where there is no hope for a better life?  

integral part of the community but never like it. The Church can-

involved in the community. The survival of the Church is not similar 
to the one in the world. It is the survival of value, the value of a life 
that generates hope when all is enveloped in despair. 
 This, in fact, symbolizes the very journey of the Armenian Evan-
gelical Church. The Armenian Evangelical Church has remained 

1846 and has played a crucial role in the life of Armenia and Arme-
nian communities worldwide. Besides being instrumental in translat-
ing the Bible from classical into modern Armenian, the Armenian 
Evangelical Church opened schools for girls, established colleges, 
seminaries, and medical facilities that offered holistic services to 
all Armenians,  thus contributing immensely to the educational, 
spiritual, social, cultural, medical, and religious wellbeing of the 
Armenian nation. Simply put, the Armenian Evangelical Church 
has been the true embodiment of the biblical hope that contributed 
to the resurrection of the Armenian after each and every calamity 

A Message of Hope from the Near East

The Armenian Evangelical Church Taking the Message of 
Hope to the Next Generation

.

By Dr. Hrayr Jebejian
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Official Call to the 97th Annual Meeting
Of the Armenian Missionary Association of America

The 97th Annual Meeting of the Armenian Missionary Association of America 
(AMAA) will be held on Saturday, October 22, 2016 at 9:30 a.m. at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational 
Church, 100 N. Edmonds Avenue, Havertown, PA 19083.  All members of the AMAA are invited to attend 
the Meeting to: 

III. Announce the names of the newly elected Board members;
IV. Elect members to the Nominating Committee;
V.  Elect an Auditor; and 

VI. Consider and address any other business that may come before the membership.

PROGRAM OF THE 97th ANNUAL MEETING AND RELATED ACTIVITIES

Thursday, October 20th at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church
  6:00 pm ................................Dinner
  7:00 pm ................................Armenian Evangelical World Council Meeting

Friday, October 21st at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church
  9:30 am ................................Armenian Evangelical World Council Meeting
12:00 pm ................................Lunch
  6:00 pm ................................Dinner
  7:00 pm  ...............................AMAA Board of Directors Meeting

Saturday, October 22nd at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church
9:30 am ................................97th Annual Meeting

12:30 pm ................................Lunch
1:30 pm ................................AMAA Board of Directors Meeting (Short Session)

Saturday, October 22nd at the Philadelphia Marriott West
 6:00 pm ................................... Reception
 7:00 pm ................................... Dinner

Sunday, October 23rd at the Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church
11:00 am ................................

since the pogroms, the Genocide, the Civil War in Lebanon, the 
Earthquake, the Independence, and the current bloodshed in Syria. 
 And now, the Armenian Evangelical Church has reached a 

th Anniversary of an honorable, glorious, 

Armenian Evangelical Church should always be dynamic and not 

from and with the passion of its founders. Then, move forward and 
take this passion in a renewed spirit to the future generation." 
 The passion is the hope of the Bible, the hope that eradicates de-
spair and changes lives by making new beginnings a tangible reality. 
It is the mandate of the Armenian Evangelical Church to continue in 
its challenge to take this message of hope to the next generations.  

* Dr Hrayr Jebejian is the General Secretary of the Bible Society
in the Arabian Gulf. 
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Solomon, also known as Solo, was born in 

Armenian Evangelical family and a larger church 
family – The Armenian Evangelical Church of 

Alexandria. 

Montreal Institute of Mechanical Drafting, and in 1957, he was 
awarded a diploma in estimating from the Toronto Graphic 
Arts Association.
 In 1955 he left Egypt with his family and settled in 
Toronto, Canada, where he started and organized the Sunday 

1957-1960.
 A small group of Armenian Evangelical families resolved 
to establish an Armenian Evangelical Church in Toronto in 

selected Solo as their lay preacher. Soon after the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of Eastern States took the newly formed 
church under its umbrella, they ordained Mr. Nigosian to 
Christian ministry in 1963.

Church, strengthened the ties of his Church with other 
Armenian churches, and with the help of the Church Council, 
drafted the Church’s Constitution and published the Canada 
Armenian Press. From 1968-1970, he served as the interim 
Minister of the Armenian Congregational Church of Greater 
Detroit. During this period, he was involved in the Armenian 
Evangelical Union of Eastern States and Canada and became 
Moderator of the latter from 1968 to 1969. Prior to his election, 
he was a member of the Union’s Board. In 1971, when the 
Armenian Evangelical Union of North America (AEUNA) 
was formed, the new Board appointed him Associate Editor 
of the Armenian-American Outlook.

pursued an academic career and received his B.A. degree 
from the University of Toronto (Victoria College) in 1968. In 
1970, he received his M.A. degree in religious studies from 

McMaster University and in 
1975 the McMaster University 
awarded him a doctorate 
degree, with a major in ancient 

minors in early Christianity and 

Academic Career 1972-2012 

Publications: Books and Articles

Modes of Worship, Judaism, Islam, Date of the Song of Moses, 
World Faiths, From Ancient Writings to Sacred Texts: The 
Old Testament and the Apocrypha, The Zoroastrian Faith: 

published over 20 articles in academic scholarly journals and 
over 30 articles in church periodicals.

Scholarships, Awards

different sources, including the Department of External Affairs 

Teaching Award from the School of Continuing Studies, 
University of Toronto. In 2012 he was named Associate 
Emeritus, Victoria College University of Toronto.

2007, had two children (a boy and a girl); four grandchildren 
(three boys and a girl) and two great grandchildren (a boy and 

enjoys his grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Meet Our Veteran Pastors: 
Rev. Dr. Solomon Alexander Nigosian

By Mihran Jizmejian, AMAC President
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TOUR
TO
ARMENIA

Organized by the AMAA on the Occasion of the 170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church 
and the 25th Anniversary of the Independence of the Republic of Armenia

For Reservation or for more information please call the AMAA office at 201.265.2607 or e-mail: info@amaa.org

SEPTEMBER 18-29, 2016
Act now before spots are fillED up

TOUR SCHEDULE
AMAA Mission Centers

Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School and Community Center
AMAA’s Sheen Shoghik Camp in Hankavan

Celebration of the 170th Anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church
Yerevan City Tour and major historical sites in the Homeland

Two nights in Karabagh visiting major historical sites

Witness and experience AMAA’s mission and See How Lives are touched
COME TO ARMENIA AND DISCOVER THE OLD WORLD AND the 25 year young homeland

Join The
A M A A 
On Our
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2016 marks the 15thAnniversary
of the founding of the Armenian 
Missionary Association of Australia 

(AMA- Australia). Since its inception, 
AMA-Australia has provided the best 
possible volunteer work through its Board 
of Directors, no paid staff, and under the 
leadership and advice of its President 

To help celebrate this milestone, Za-
ven Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO 
of the Armenian Missionary Association 
of America (AMAA), and his wife Sona 
travelled to Australia from March 31 – April 
12. During their brief but fruitful visit, they
encouraged AMA-Australia and the Church 
Community with their inspiring words and 
warm fellowship.

Their visit began with a Welcome 

Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney with 
the AMA-Australia Board, together with the 
Church Council and committee members. It 
was an informal night of fellowship where 
old friendships were rekindled and new 

talked about the work that the AMAA is 
doing around the world and the future direc-
tions that are planned.

On Sunday, April 3, Mr. Khanjian 
preached at the AMAA Sunday Service 
held at the Armenian Evangelical Uniting 

the light and love of Christ not only in words 
but also in deeds, as individual believers 
and also collectively as the body of Christ. 

report to the congregation about the activi-

and the congregation for their partnership. 
An Appreciation Luncheon followed at St. 

Longueville, to thank the generous sponsors 
and dedicated volunteers of AMA-Australia 
over the past 15 years. 

During his visit, Mr. Khanjian met with 
the Board of Directors of AMA-Australia to 

-
couragement and advice were much appreci-

Capital Campaign and encouraged the Board 
to embrace it as part of the AMAA family. 

On Wednesday and Thursday, April 6 
and 7, Mr. Khanjian presented two lectures 

who was martyred almost ten years ago for 
his outspoken advocacy about the misfor-
tunes of the Armenians during the Armenian 
Genocide. The second lecture was about 
notable unsung heroes during the Armenian 
Genocide. Mr. Khanjian presented the lives 

well attended and highlighted the positive 

Evangelical preaching, teaching and educa-
tion in the lives of the Armenian community 
in the Middle East. The AMAA is striving to 
continue this work, despite the ever increas-
ing instability in the region. Mrs. Khanjian 
capably read excerpts from the books that 
Zaven Khanjian had authored, impressing 
the audience.

On Sunday, April 10, Mr. Khanjian 
preached once again from God’s word at the 
Sunday morning Worship Service of Armenian 
Evangelical Uniting Church of Sydney.

AMAA Executive Director/CEO Visits the 
Mission Field in Australia

Australia
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Following the Church service, the 
15th Anniversary Fundraising Luncheon of 

Arshak and Sophie Galstaun College Nal-

of several talented and enthusiastic youth, 
planned, organized and managed the event. 
The theme was "Armenian Village" with its 
Bread and Cheese table, in keeping with last 
year’s project of AMA-Australia of renovat-
ing Choratan Village School Playground on 
the northeast border of Armenia. 

On this special occasion, the AMA-
Australia website was launched (amaaust.
org.au), and the achievements of the past 
15 years were detailed in a short presenta-
tion, highlighting the over $632,000 raised 
to support relief and educational projects in 
the Middle East and Armenia. Mr. Khanjian 
addressed the guests, thanked them for their 
support and encouraged them to continue 
with this noble mission. Mr. Khanjian recog-
nized the President and the Board of Direc-
tors of AMA-Australia and presented each 

Through the generous gifts of sponsors 
and guests, over $40,000 was raised to sup-
port various relief projects. The completion 
of a special project was announced to restore 

-

Beirut, Lebanon, in memory of Mr. and Mrs. 

of an endowment fund of $500,000 in the 

was also announced to provide scholarships 

On Sunday April 
3, Mr. Khanjian had a 

with the Australia 

Special Broadcast-
ing Service – SBC, 
presenting the history 
of AMAA, its world-
wide activities, the 
Syrian conflict and 
the situation of the 
Armenians in Syria, 
especially in Aleppo. 
In the evening, upon 
the Primate’s invita-
tion, Mr. and Mrs. 
Khanjian, accom-

-
tended the Inaugural 
Banquet of the Dio-
cese of the Armenian 
Church. 

D u r i n g  h i s 
visit, Mr. Khanjian 
also paid a formal 
v i s i t  t o  B i s h o p 

leadership of the Uniting Church of 

to the Uniting Church of Australia for 
officially recognizing the Armenian 
Genocide at the 14th Triennial Assembly 
which was held on July 12-18, 2015. 
President of Uniting Church of Australia 
Stuart McMillan thanked Mr. Khanjian 

for his visit and presented him with 
a copy of the Assembly’s Armenian 

"Down Under is….Up Above," said Mr. 
Khanjian at the conclusion of his visit. "We 
have a vibrant, God loving, passionate and 
a very hospitable community in Australia 
with a wealth of potential in all that is good 
for God and the nation." 



As brothers and sisters in Christ gathered in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina this April, it was clear to all that the Spirit of God 
was at work bringing about deeper fellowship in worship 
and service to the greater Armenian Evangelical family. 

 On Saturday, April 9, representatives from the AEUNA and 
AMAA gathered for a convocation with leaders from the three 

Evangelical Armenian Church of São Paolo, Brazil (represented 

Buenos Aires, Argentina (represented by Pastor Ara Mkhitaryan, 
-

 As each group spoke of their respective histories and ministries, 
there emerged a sincere desire to draw closer to one another and 
strengthen the bonds that unite them to each other and all of us to 
the Lord. One of those churches (São Paolo) had already joined as 
a full member of the AEUNA a number of years ago. The upcoming 
General Assembly of the AEUNA will be a time of great celebration 
as the delegates vote on two applications, broadening the Union to 
welcome our three Evangelical Churches of South America into our 
Union.

in this gathering of churches as well as to ordain a candidate, Ara 
Mkhitaryan, to the Christian ministry. Members of the delegation 

AMAA Board member; and Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Ex-

to witness the ordination of two pastors, Ara Mkhitaryan, a native 
of Armenia, and its Argentinian pastor, Jorge Soncini. 
 Ara’s ministry has been in a great part among the many newly-
arrived immigrants from Armenia, while Jorge’s has been with the 
Spanish-speaking portion of the congregation (both Armenian and 
non-Armenian). A three-hour service included a stirring sermon by 

Historic Gathering 
in South America

By Rev. L. Nishan Bakalian and Levon Filian

South America
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the staff of pastoral leadership (translated into Spanish by worship 
leader Enoc Elmassian). 

relationship with Ara. Mr. Filian brought greetings from the entire 
AMAA, which supported Ara in his education. The Archbishop of 

was there in person to offer his prayers and wishes, and a represen-
tative of the Eparch, Msgr. Vartan W. Boghossian also expressed 
warm greetings and congratulations. Both ordinands gave their 
faith testimonies before kneeling at the front of the Church for the 

three AEUNA pastors laying hands on Ara, among the many clergy 
praying for God’s blessing on both of these servants of Christ.  
 These events were preceded by a short visit to the Armenian 

and Chakerian and Mr. Filian, and led by the soon-to-be ordained 
Ara Mkhitaryan and Armando Betahian. The delegates were hosted 

-

welcomed them.
 A Worship Service and a community gathering were held at 
the Montevideo church. Mr. Filian conveyed greetings from the 

Djambazian gave an inspiring message. Community leaders pres-
ent at the event were Garabed Arakelian, representative of ASCUA 
(Uruguay Armenian Cultural Association), Alicia Aprahamian, 
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Prof. Juan Bodukian, Director of the Armenian College of AGBU, 
Pastor Pablo Chadarevian from the Armenian Brotherhood Church, 
Pastor Adolfo Tome from the Methodist Church, and several other 
guests and dignitaries.
 While in Montevideo the delegates visited the Armenian 
community, Armenian schools and the Armenian Apostolic 

the Armenian Apostolic Church and the Administrators of the two 
Armenian schools. Also, at the invitation of the Archbishop, the 
team attended an Armenian community meeting to discuss the latest 

them for their efforts, and encouraged them to continue their support 

 Back in Argentina, the delegation visited the two vibrant Arme-
nian schools of Buenos Aires (the Marie Manougian School and the 
St. Gregory the Illuminator School), the A.G.B.U. Armenian Center, 
to the Armenian Apostolic and Armenian Catholic Patriarchates, 

Consul). The warmth and appreciation of the Argentinian Armenian 
community leaders made it clear how crucial it is that ties between 
the two Americas be strengthened, as we face similar challenges in 
our church and ethnic lives.
 Jesus Christ, the Lord of the church, will continue to help us 
develop these ties with our brothers and sisters in South America, 
bringing about not only the blessings of an ever-growing Armenian 
Evangelical family, but enabling each member of the family to offer 
strength and encouragement to all the other members, as we do what 

praised in the church for evermore! 
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AMAA Centennial Kick-Off
To Honor Orphan & Child Care Committee



The recent shelling of the peaceful settlements of the Mataghis 

and community centers have been completely or partially destroyed. 
To ensure the safety of the citizens of the Martakert region, the local 
population has been evacuated, while the fathers and adult males of 

government. Some evacuees were accommodated in Stepanakert, 
and some took shelter at the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America’s (AMAA) Camp Bedrosian in Shushi, until safer conditions 
prevailed. Camp Bedrosian housed around 180 people (about 120 of 
them were children and teenagers) from the Maragha, Karmiravan, 

region. The AMAA provided food, shelter and organized a Camp 
program for the children. Also, the AMAA, on behalf of the Stitched 
With Love Program, distributed knitted items including blankets, 
hats and jackets to families with little children. The mothers were so 

for these gifts and for all the love and care shown to them.

of our displaced kin to provide safety and security in a comfortable temporary shelter." 

AMAA Provides Food and Shelter
to Evacuees from Martakert

.
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Lucy Rastguelenian, Manager of Sponsorship and 
Scholarship Department

Lucy Rastguelenian joined the AMAA as Manager of the Sponsorship and
Scholarship Department in July 2014.  Her passion to work with children 

has translated into her being able to help needy children in Armenia and the 
Middle East by connecting them with passionate donors who are eager to help.  
She also oversees the scholarship process for the AMAA Scholarship Program 
which helps students attend college and eventually contribute to the Armenian 
community in their respective locations. She is dedicated to further enhance the 
AMAA's mission to expand the Child Sponsorship ministry throughout Armenia, 
Lebanon and Syria. 
 Lucy is a graduate of Haigazian University in Beirut, Lebanon where she 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in Computer Science.  Following graduation, she 
became Supervisor of the Computer Lab at her alma mater Haigazian University 
until she married her husband Nerses and moved to the United States in 1996.
 She and Nerses settled in New Jersey and are raising two wonderful children, 
Talaar and Nahreg, who are in their early teens. She enjoys playing the piano 
and joins with family members who are also talented in many areas. Lucy serves 
the Lord at the Armenian Brotherhood Bible Church in New Milford, NJ. 

Meet our Staff at AMAA

On March 11, the Alumni Committee-Gulf Chapter of 

Dinner in the presence of the Lebanese and Armenian 
Ambassadors and brought together more than 300 

graduates, friends and supporters of the University.  The guests 
celebrated not only the solid academic programs of the University 
and its heritage, but also the warm family atmosphere it has created 
and still creates on its campus in Kantari, Beirut, which constitutes 
a peaceful and enriching space for Lebanese youth of diverse 
backgrounds, along with students from outside Lebanon.
 After a word of salutation by Zeina Daccache, an alumna 

Chairman of the Alumni Committee-Gulf Chapter, was introduced 
and addressed the audience. Ms. Daccache then led the program of 
live music and recognitions.

history, has not only aimed at bridging the gap among the youth 

also tried to construct towers of academic and human excellence in 

alumni spread all around the globe, and considered the support of the 

and wished for continued success in their joint efforts. The funds 
raised on this occasion will support the scholarship program at 

awarded Mr. Keverian the special medal of the 60th Anniversary.
 The program included live music, and was concluded with 

 Prior to the Gala Dinner, the Ambassador of Lebanon, 

leaders in Abu Dhabi.

Haigazian University Alumni Organize 60th Anniversary 
Gala Dinner in Dubai, UAE

Middle East
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Yes  I would like to help our brothers and sisters in Syria. Enclosed is my gift of $__________

Name:    _________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:__________________________________________________________________________________________

E-mail:___________________________________________       Tel:_____________________________________________

Make tax deductible donations to the Armenian Missionary Association of America earmarked for Syria Relief, and mail to 31 West Century Road, 
Paramus, NJ 07652. To make a contribution with a credit/debit card, please call AMAA at 201.265.2607 or visit our website, www.amaa.org.

So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God.  I will uphold you with my 
righteous right hand. Isaiah 41:10

T    

Latest From Syria



On March 12, the Crystal 
Ballroom of the Beverly 

beautiful setting of the 
25th Anniversary of the 

Armenian Missionary Association of 
America’s (AMAA) Orphan and Child Care 
Program. Luncheon Co-Chairs Christina 
Jabarian, Melody Petrossian and Christine 
Zenjiryan worked tirelessly to make every 
aspect of the Luncheon enjoyable for more 
than 500 guests and supporters. They 
warmly welcomed the sold out crowd 
and introduced the dynamic Emcee for 
the day, LindaKay Abdulian, who was the 

show in 1997. This year, AMAA’s Executive 
Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian delivered a 
moving devotional and prayer and gave a 

the Committee.  
The flowers, generously donated 

by Zareh David Ghoukasian of David 
Z Design, were breathtaking! And this 
year’s Silent Auction was spectacular 
with more than 150 items to bid on! 
Nicole Nishanian, Silent Auction Chair, 
procured many amazing items, including 
several designer handbags, lots of beautiful 
jewelry, and much, much more. There 
were many opportunities to help the 
needy children by sponsoring a child, 
purchasing food or clothing for a year, or 
by purchasing a Bible for the children to 
read. This effort was coordinated by Maro 

the Child Sponsorship table and encouraged 
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AMAA Celebrates 25th Anniversary of the
Orphan and Child Care Program
Sold Out Luncheon on March 12 at the Beverly Hills Hotel

United States

everyone to make a difference in the life of 
a needy child in Armenia. Many children 
were sponsored at the Luncheon. 
 Joyce Stein, esteemed advisor and 
National Co-Chair of the Orphan and Child 
Care Committee, acknowledged the ladies 

Chair. The next several luncheons were 
chaired by LindaKay Abdulian and Michelle 
Shrikian.  Joyce thanked them for all their 
years of hard work and effort!
 Tina Segel created and introduced the 
video commemorating the 25th Anniversary 
of the Orphan and Child Care Program. The 
video showed how many children and their 

families have been helped by the AMAA for 
many generations. 
 After lunch, as a special surprise before 
the Fashion Show, several children from the 
Dynamic Duo Dance Studio performed for 
the audience! This accomplished and very 
talented group of dancers was enjoyed by 
everyone. The children’s Fashion Show and 
dance performance was coordinated and 
introduced by Betty Balian. This year, the 
Fashion Show was sponsored and produced 
by Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oaks. The 
Bloomingdale’s Sherman Oak’s team, along 
with the Committee, worked tirelessly 
to make the Fashion Show a complete 
success and to make sure the presentation 



AMAA Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian's Remarks at the Orphan and Child Care Luncheon
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Siranush Ghukasyan, from AMAA Child 
Sponsorship Program, is Armenia's Chess 

Champion in Junior Girls Championship

T

teenagers in this year’s show was perfect 
and seamless. Christina Jabarian thanked 
Bloomingdale’s for its partnership and 
participation in this year’s event which was 
very much appreciated. This year, Aleen 
Oruncakciel coordinated the models and the 

Kalemkiarian works tirelessly every year 

are grateful for the generous donations 

we received in celebration of our 25th 
Anniversary," said Sandra.
 The guests left the event with a bag 
full of goodies, including amazing lotions 
and nail care products donated by Jessica 
Vartoughian of Jessica Cosmetics, dried 
fruits donated by LindaKay Abdulian, 
cookies donated by Leslie Kevorkian, and 
jams, Panettoni and other items donated 
by Christine Zenjiryan. The children also 
received wonderful goodie bags.  

 In closing, Lori Muncherian and 
Arsine Phillips, West Coast Co-Chairs of 
the Committee, thanked the chairs, the 
entire Committee and all the donors for 
their continued support of this event for 
the children in Armenia. Many children in 
Armenia lack the basic necessities of food, 
clothing and shelter. "We are trying to help 
change a child’s life and give hope for a 
better future one child at a time," concluded 
Lori and Arsine.  

United States



With the 101st Anniversary of the 
Armenian Genocide quickly 
approaching, now is a more 

poignant time than ever to celebrate the 
Armenian culture rather than mourn its 
loss.  Accomplished author, scientist, pro-
fessor, playwright, poet, translator, actor, 
literary and theater critic, and director, 

with his latest publication, an anthology 
titled "The Martyred Armenian Writers 
(1915-1922)."
 All those present at the Armenian 
Presbyterian Church in Paramus, NJ 
on March 18th, heard the words of the 
greats brought to life in a moving perfor-
mance with help from a number of the 

-

Kaprielian, and Melani Salibian.
 This special event, titled "The Literary 
Works of 13 Armenian Martyred Writers," 
began with remarks by AMAA Execu-
tive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian and 
included a brief biography of the honored 

of the 19th and early 20th centuries "as su-
perb, distinct …and deserving to be read, 
enjoyed and spread." Dr. Markarian’s en-
lightening slide show that followed these 
remarks highlighted the accomplishments 
of the 13 writers featured in his book. 
 Dr. Markarian’s anthology is brilliant-
ly segmented into three parts, each one a 
pertinent background about the time the 

contains general introductions to Western 
Armenian literature of the 19th century. 
The second part contains a foundation for 
understanding the Armenian Genocide. In 

with short biographies of 13 of the most 
beloved Armenian writers of the era along 
with a bibliography of their writing and 
excerpts from each author (in English).

Every Armenian Has a Martyr in His Soul  – H.M.M.

By Taleen Kupelian

 While there are certain nuances that 
may get lost in translation, Dr. Markari-
an’s anthology is as good as it gets.  Dr. 
Markarian (with skillful help) has trans-
lated the works of the 13 featured authors.  
In his book, the author beautifully records 
the classic and powerful words of the 
martyred Armenians during the Armenian 
Genocide proving that whether it’s one or 
101 years that have passed, these writings 
have truly stood the test of time!

 The literary program was brought to 
a moving close by the dynamic aforemen-
tioned performance and was followed by a 
delectable reception graciously organized 
by Seta Nalbandian, Anita Buchakjian and 
Berjouhi Gulesserian. 
 To order Dr. Markarian’s book "The 
Martyred Armenian Writers," please visit 
AMAA’s website at www.amaa.org, or 
contact the AMAA at 201-265-2607 or 
info@amaa.org. 
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If the music of heaven could be heard on 

the Armenian Missionary Association of 
America’s (AMAA) presentation of Johann 
Sebastian Bach’s St. Matthew Passion was 
a joyous representation of what awaits us.
  At the First United Methodist Church 

and the AMAA once again joined forces on 
Sunday, March 13, 2016 to present one of 

-
thew Passion, under the direction of beloved 
Maestro Vatsche Barsoumian. Maestro Bar-
soumian explained:  "Through J.S. Bach’s 
work, written almost 300 years ago, we can 
still partake in and relive the tribulations 
and passion of our Lord, who undertook all 
torture and even death for the sake of our 
personal spiritual salvation."  
 As the voices of the choir soared, the so-
loists sang, and the orchestra performed, the 

to the music of Bach and the depiction of 

with its response, either chorally or indi-
vidually by a soloist, rendered in beautiful 
music, created a whole that at the end was 
an undeniably humbling Lenten experi-
ence. Supertitles in German, Armenian and 
English allowed for a close following of the 
Oratorio, to better understand each moment 
of Christ’s passion. 
 Distinguished vocal soloists were Da-
vid Plaster as the Evangelist (tenor), Steve 
Pence as Jesus (bass), Shoushik Barsou-
mian (soprano), Garineh Avakian and Vic-

-
ryan (tenor), and Scott Graff and Vincent 

impressive instrumental soloists Armen 
DerKevorkian and Sarkis Gyurgchyan 

Deserving special notice were Edward Mur-
ray (organ) and Victoria Simonian (cem-

balo), who throughout the piece served as 
an underlying unifying force for the whole 
ensemble. 
 During the intermission, a Lenten meal 
was served to over 500 guests, who greatly 
enjoyed this time of fellowship. 
 Andranik Andy Torosyan, Chairman 

praise God for bringing together the AMAA 

bread during this Lenten season and share 
in the message of Jesus through the work of 
Bach’s St. Matthew Passion. Projects like 
these will help strengthen our community, 
encouraging us to aspire to a higher under-
standing of life and walk the path intended 
for us."

-
jian, AMAA Executive Director/CEO, said: 
"The AMAA rejoices in its annual partner-

the over two decades long presentation of 
spring sacred music concerts, elevating hu-
man souls from its earthly fetters to a heav-
enly emancipation, paid for by the blood 
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LARK and AMAA:
St. Matthew Passion - Inspirational

By Joyce Abdulian

shed by our Savior Jesus Christ. We are 
thankful for the gracious support of the com-
munity that makes every one of these events 
ever excitingly memorable and touching."  



On Sunday, May 15, the C & E Merdinian Armenian 
Evangelical School, Sherman Oaks, CA, held a 
dedication and ribbon-cutting ceremony for the 

blessings for the new building.
 This state-of-the-art facility was made possible by a generous 
one million dollar donation by benefactors Mr. and Mrs. Albert 
and Terry Bezjian.  Mr. Bezjian is the founder of Indo-European 
Imports, a wholesale distributor of imported Middle Eastern 
specialty foods. This modern building houses a library, science 

its growing student population.
 Following the ribbon-cutting ceremony, guests attended a 

The event was held in a beautifully decorated tent in the School’s 
courtyard.  Master of Ceremonies Mariam Kuregyan-Krtotyan 
began the program by expressing her heartfelt appreciation for 
the excellent quality of education and family atmosphere enjoyed 
by her own children at Merdinian School. 

Invocation.  Musical performances were offered by two young 
artists:  Mary Balian Saghbazarian, an accomplished singer and 
composer of Christian songs as well as a Merdinian alumna 

student with a beautiful voice.  
 Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President of the AMAA Board, 
delivered greetings from the AMAA, after which the guests 
enjoyed a delicious dinner.  Principal Lina Arslanian’s message 
highlighted the admirable qualities of the School and the ac-
complishments of its students.  This was followed by recitations 
of Bible verses and Armenian poems by several students.
 Juliette Abdulian introduced the guests of honor, Albert and 
Terry Bezjian.  Dr. Vahe Nalbandian, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors, presented the guests of honor with commemorative 
gifts.  Adrin Nazarian, a Merdinian School parent and State As-
semblyman for the 46th -
nition to Merdinian School on behalf of the State of California.
 Dr. Nalbandian read a congratulatory letter from Zaven 
Khanjian, Executive Director/CEO of the AMAA.  Mr. Khanjian 
is a former member of the School’s Board of Directors, serving 
the School for many years in various capacities including Board 
member, Treasurer and Chairman of the Board. 

Merdinian School Dedicates 
Bezjian Family Building
At Its 34th Annual Gala Banquet

 The wonderful and very special evening was concluded 

 Opportunities for naming classrooms in honor of loved 
ones are still available.  For information, please call Dr. Ivan 
Shnorhokian at 412-759-2020, or Dr. Vahe Nalbandian at 
818-507-9848. 
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World Water Day Celebrated at "Green School"

Armenia

Owere held. Such a tournament brought together a total of 26 teams representing 

by Team Manager Arevik Khachtryan (who is also the Team Manager of the Avedisian 

for the debate "Current terrorist attacks are the result of the Great Powers’ policies," elicited 
great discussion from both sides and contributed to an enthralling debate.  It is with great 

Updates from Avedisian School Debate Club

Avedisian School Debate Team Participates in Debate at the American Center in Yerevan

On March 23, the Debate Club from the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School 

School Debate Club competed against 198 high school debate clubs. The theme was 

 During the competition, a direct connection was established among members of the 
debate clubs from Charentsavan, Kapan, Meghri, Vanadzor and Gyumri schools. After 
the debate, the students engaged in a question and answer session with the Singer and the 
Ambassador.
 Ambassador Mills stated that he was pleasantly surprised by the persuasive speech 

Captain of the Debate Club Arevig Khachadourian for their achievements.

Avedisian School Debate Club Students Place First in Armenia
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March 22 marked World Water Day, an international observance where people 
in different parts of the world demonstrated their concern about environmental 
problems of our planet through organized events.  These people want to be 

part of a change in global policies to help make a difference.
 This year’s theme, "Better Water, Better Jobs," focused on the vital importance of 
the 1.5 billion people who work in water related sectors and the connection they have 
which ensures its safe delivery.
 On World Water Day the Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School’s « which focuses on the importance of environmental 
education) and the eighth graders gave an interesting presentation to illustrate that drinking water supplies are not inexhaustible, and that we must 
use them with care and we must not pollute.
 Members of the Club presented a short video about the vital importance of water, how human activities affect the destruction and reduction 
of water reserves, as well as practical tips for saving water. The eighth graders, with wit and humor, discussed the above issues through the play 
"Assembly of Mice."

The Avedisian School students challenge everyone to save water which will help Mother Nature and will also help us. 



From March 16-18, pastors of the 
Evangelical Churches of Armenia 
along with their wives who were 

interested in the Pre-Marriage Counseling 
theme, had an opportunity to listen to an 

 With more than 30 years of experience, 
during which time he united hundreds of 

the pastors and their wives how to counsel 
couples in their local churches before their 
marriage, teaching them rules, principles and 
approaches, and identifying the main secret 
for the couple to get closer to Jesus as spouses. 

about "Parenting." 

Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian, Senior 
Pastor and Pastor to Pastors of the 
Evangelical Churches of Armenia, 

Vanadzor and Goris on February 6, March 19 
and April 2 for pastors and Church Councils. 

of Church Council Members." 

140 participants about the importance and 

church, the personal character and the godly 
image of the Pastor, the cooperation of the 
Pastor and the community in the ecclesial 

their responsibilities in Christian Service.

Pre-Marriage Counseling 
Seminar Held at Camp 
Hankavan

Rev. Melkonian Holds Seminars in Armenia 
for Pastors and Church Councils

On the occasion of the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide 
in 2015, AMA-Armenia took the initiative to coordinate the 
formation of a Consortium of six NGOs (AMA-Armenia, 

Development Principles, "Shen" Charity NGO, World Vision Arme-

 The Village, located in the north eastern part of the Gegharkunik 

Van, Alashkert, Kars and Sasun, who had emigrated. The Village 

 On March 4, 2016, these organizations and two new partners, 

Council of Churches (WCC), visited Martuni to evaluate and review 
the work of the past year which included:

AMAA Participates in Unprecedented
Cooperation To Support Armenia’s Martuni Village

Martuni community.
World Vision presented its newly formed Engineering Club and 

"Shen" Charity NGO presented the new Village website (www.
martunigyugh.am) which shows the history of the Village, cur-

the installation of water pipes providing drinking water for most 
of the villagers.
AMA-Armenia helped the villagers acquire 2 brand new tractors
and 10 gasoline powered harvesters.  These items will help vil-
lagers harvest hay to feed their cattle during the winter months
and also cultivate their lands.

-
tuni Village high school students.
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O -
konian, Pastor to Pastors of the 
Evangelical Churches of Armenia, 

-
dent of the Union of the Evangelical Church 
in Armenia, Pastor Senik Saribekyan, As-
sistant Pastor of the Evangelical Church of 
Armenia in Ijevan,  Pastor Gagik Danielyan, 
Pastor of the Evangelical Churches of Arme-
nia in Zeytoun and Malatia-Sebastia region, 

Evangelical Church of Spitak, arrived in 
Beirut and were hosted by the Union of the 
Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near 
East (UAECNE) until March 12.
 The purpose of the visit was to get 
acquainted with and to better know the Ar-
menian Community in Lebanon, the local 
Armenian Evangelical Churches and their 
ministries, the daily life and the activities 
of the pastors, to get acquainted with the 
schools serving next to the churches, as 
well as other social service institutions of 
UAECNE and their activities, and to help 
the visiting pastors widen their vision of 
the Armenian Evangelical Churches in 
Armenia.
 The visiting pastors also had an 

Dr. George Sabra.

Pastors from Armenia Visit Lebanon

 They also visited the four Armenian 

First Armenian Evangelical Church of Bei-

Church of Anjar, and participated in their 
worship services.
 The visiting pastors also met with the 
local pastors, had time to pray together 

in the Central Committee meeting of the 
UAECNE.
 In Nor Amanos, Nor Marash and 
Anjar churches the pastors had three 

day-long meetings with the pastors and 
observed their daily work and ministry. 
On February 29 they also participated 
in the Women’s World Day of Prayer 
Program which this year was dedicated 
to the women of Cuba.
 The visiting pastors also participated 

They also participated in the morning wor-
ship services of the schools and brought 
their messages.
 While in Lebanon, the visiting pastors 
also had the opportunity to do some sightsee-
ing in the country. 

Development Principles granted 13 pregnant cows to low
income families within the community.
AMA-Armenia partnered with Teach for Armenia to send a
well-trained teacher to teach IT courses and help students
develop leadership skills.
The Partners also visited the computer lab which was pro-

members and discussed various projects.  The community mem-
bers were very appreciative for all the help provided to them and 
expressed their suggestions and thoughts.  All the villagers were 
excited and encouraged about the work that is being rendered by 
this consortium.
 The mission of this partnership is to help increase the 
standard of living in Martuni and to eventually help other vil-
lages.  This cooperation from different Armenian organizations 
is an example of how synergy multiplies the efforts of each 
individual organization.
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On March 13, congregants of the United Armenian 
Congregational Church in Los Angeles, CA welcomed 
Peter Kougasian, Esq., AMAA Vice President, to the 
pulpit to  present an update on the work of the AMAA. 

 Peter shared the story of a Danish missionary, Karen Jeppe, who 
worked tirelessly to save Armenian people before the Genocide. In 
the years after the war, she moved to Aleppo to devote her life to the 
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UACC Celebrates AMAA Sunday

On March 13, David Aynejian, AMAA’s Director of 

Church in Glendale, CA. During the Worship Service, 
Mr. Aynejian read a passage from the Gospel of Mark 

Chapter 6, where the disciples reported on what they did and what 

large crowd gathered around them and Jesus, out of compassion, 
started teaching them. Since it was late and they were in a remote 

is what we do at the AMAA. Our mission is to teach the Word of 
God and to care for the physical needs of the people." 

AMAA Finance Director
Speaks at AMAA Worship Service 
in Glendale, CA

resettlement, particularly focusing on the plight of young women. 

defrayed the concerns that monies given would not do much, with 
her comment, "It is only a little light, but the night is so dark." 
 Today, once again, the night is dark and we are challenged to 
bring a little light by aiding AMAA’s Operation Lifeline, which is 
providing housing subsidies and medical care for the many Arme-
nians who have chosen to leave Syria. AMAA is also providing 
humanitarian care for those who remain in Syria.
 After the service, members of the UACC family shared a con-
tinental brunch which included meneish, tahini bread, bagels & lox, 
ham, colored Easter eggs, and much, much more. As they feasted 
on their food some were able to glean more about AMAA’s work 
as they visited with Peter. AMAA brochures as well as envelopes 
were placed in Easter baskets in the center of the tables to facilitate 
donating. 
 Many thanks go to all the members of the Missions Committee 
as well as additional volunteers who hosted the brunch. In a small 
measure, it is through their endeavors that God has blessed the mis-
sions program at UACC. We are grateful for all those gifted with a 
servant’s heart. May we all search our hearts and seek Our Lord’s 
guidance of ways we might be "lights in a dark night." 

-
ties of the AMAA in different areas and countries. A reception was 
held for Church members to meet Mr. Aynejian and to ask questions. 
 Mr. Aynejian then visited the Children’s Ministry of the Church. 
On that Sunday, the children were excited about working on an 

of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

a small but active church and has an active Children’s Ministry. 
-

nian children in the neighborhood are taught the Armenian language 
and culture and have an opportunity to hear the Word of God. The 
Women’s Committee of the Church is very active and is also the 

support is provided to some elderly and physically handicapped, 
and needy persons/families in Armenia.
 We thank the AMAA for supporting our church especially the 

Mission. We thank God for the AMAA and its ministry and the 
AMAA leadership and staff for their dedicated service. 

AMAA Sundays



On March 13, 2016, the Armenian Cilicia Evangelical 
Church welcomed Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, President 
of the AMAA Board, who gave the English message, 
"Don’t Be Anxious About Anything."  During a light 

HLuke 5:1-11.
   Mr. Nercessian  showed a video and a power point presentation about the work of the AMAA in 24 countries around the 
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President of AMAA Board 
Speaks at Cilicia Church for 

AMAA Sunday

luncheon, Dr. Darakjian showed a power point presentation de-
picting projects that the AMAA sponsors around the world.  The 
Church offering and the proceeds from the luncheon were donated 
to the AMAA.
 Cilicia Church supports various projects of the AMAA.  An 
example is the "Stitched with Love" project, initiated by Mrs. Arous 
Albarian with the participation of the Ladies Auxiliary and Dorcas 
Guild members. 
 There are several avid supporters of the AMAA at Cilicia 

Boolghoorjian who helped support the construction of the new 
Church building in Dilijan, Armenia.

AMA-Armenia Representative 
Speaks at the Armenian 
Evangelical Church of Hollywood
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HCA warmly received AMAA’s West Coast Director 
Levon Filian when he was the guest speaker for the 
Armenian Service at AMAA Sunday on March 13.  

of Directors, and encouraged the Church to continue its zeal in 

alongside the AMAA.
 Mr. Filian prepared a power point presentation which he 
shared prior to delivering the message. The attendees became 
more familiar with the work of AMAA both in Armenia and 

supporting the refugees stemming from the crisis in Syria.

Corinthians 2:6-8, titled "Growing in God’s Word."  The message 
was about how trees provide fruits and/or shade. The heart of the 
message constituted the idea of trees serving their purpose, and 
so should we — as believers in Jesus Christ. Our purpose is to do 
what God has called us to do, and be a blessing to all around. 

On Sunday March 6, the morning service at the Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church in Downey, CA was 
dedicated to celebrate the mission of AMAA, where AMAA 
Executive Director/CEO Zaven Khanjian was present. 

 In his greetings and address to the congregation, Mr. Khanjian 
underlined the Biblical teaching of James 1:27 in showing solidarity 

and kind works show our genuine love to God. Concluding his mes-
sage, Mr. Khanjian shared a brief report on the AMAA projects and 
invited the congregation to be part of the AMAA mission through 

AMAA Mission Sunday
at Downey Church

West Coast Director Speaks at
AMAA Sunday in North Hollywood

O
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T
AMAA Congratulates Board Member and Benefactor 
Edward Avedisian, 2016 Recipient of Ellis Island Medal of Honor

RMissionary Association of America (AMAA) a $2,000 
grant for AMAA’s child care projects in Armenia at a 
luncheon held on March 24.  Just like previous awards 

care of AMAA’s Child Sponsorship Program with various needs of 
urgent medical care, and also help children attend Summer Camps. 

David Aynejian, AMAA’s Director of Finance, attended the 
luncheon and accepted the check on behalf of the Association. Mr. 

support of AMAA’s child care programs in Armenia.

for helping to raise these funds for our needy children in Armenia.

Hackensack Rotary Club Awards Grant 
For Child Care Programs in Armenia
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On March 8, representatives from the Armenian 
Missionary Association of America attended a meeting 

Mills, Jr.

Contact for Europe & Eurasia, the meeting, held at the Brand 
Library and Arts Center in Glendale, CA, was one in a series of 
Ambassador Mills’ meetings with various representatives of the 
Armenian-American community around the country.

AMAA representatives in attendance were Dr. Nazareth 

AMAA Board President, Zaven Khanjian, AMAA Executive Director/
CEO, and Levon Filian, AMAA West Coast Executive Director. 

The Ambassador shared plans and priorities for the advancement 

global ministry, especially in Armenia. Among topics discussed were 

from war torn Syria, freedom of speech and religion, plans for a 
stronger economy, and ways to expand help to residents of bordering 
villages of Armenia.

The AMAA welcomes the new U.S. Ambassador Mr. Mills to 
Armenia, wishes him great success, and thanks him for his keen 

AMAA Meets with U.S. Ambassador to Armenia in CA

Armenian leadership in the Diaspora.

AMAA Meets with RA Minister of Diaspora
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In September 2015, the dedicated Sunday School Teachers 
at the First Armenian Church of Belmont, MA announced a 
new calendar of activities to the Sunday School Classes. The 
theme of "Planting the Seeds" was selected and each class 

was given the task of owning one month for community service 
in an effort to plant those seeds. 

The Middle School Class decided to own two months of com-
munity service starting with October 2015.  Together the Class 
members developed a plan for a fund raiser and decided that all 
proceeds would go to the AMAA Orphan and Child Care Fund – 

Church Bazaar, they organized a table in the Narthex and sold 
books, Christmas cards, book marks, magnets, prayer cards, color-
ing books and numerous other items.  They each took one or two 
hour shifts at the table and often stayed longer just for fellowship 
with each other.  For the entire day, they raised enough money to 
sponsor two children - $681.25. The Middle School Class has now 
made it their mission to continue sponsoring two children every 
year. 

These young people are well grounded in their faith and are 
keenly aware of the importance that serving others should always 
be a priority.  What was even more inspiring was that their plan-
ning, executing, and strong willed determination ensured that their 
goal was met. 

Belmont Church Sunday School Class
Raises Funds to Sponsor Children in Armenia

-

Go GREEN! 
Subscribe to the AMAA NEWS 
online

The full content of each issue of the 
AMAA NEWS is now available for 
our members to read online.  If you 
prefer to view your copy, before it is 
even printed and mailed, subscribe 
now by sending your e-mail address 
to amaanews@amaa.org or call the 

Save the Date
The Boston area Orphan and Child 
Care Committee will present its 25th 
Annual Fundraiser on Thursday, 
September 29, 2016.  The Dinner 
and Auction will take place at  
Wellesley Country Club, 294 
Wellesley Ave. Wellesley Hills, MA.
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ÐÇ³ëù³Ýã å³ïÙ³Ï³Ý ÃÇõ»ñáõ »õ Ãáõ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ μ³Õ¹³ïáõÃÇõÝ£ 
æñÑ»Õ»ÕÇ å³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç Û³ïÏ³Ýß³Ï³Ý ¿ÇÝ ÃÇõ 7-Á »õ ÃÇõ 40-Á 
ÜáÛÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ£

1. ºúÂÀ -  ÌÝÝ¹áó 7© 2« 3 - Ø³ùáõñ ³Ý³ëáõÝÝ»ñ¿Ý ù»½Ç »ûÃÝ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ï ³é©©©
ÌÝÝ¹áó 7© 3 - ÂéãáõÝÝ»ñ¿Ý »ûÃÝ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ï ³é©©©
ÌÝÝ¹áó 8© 4 - »ûÃÝ»ñáñ¹ ³ÙëáõÝ« ï³å³ÝÁ ²ñ³ñ³ï É»éÝ»ñáõÝ íñ³Û Ýëï³õ©©©

Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ ÍÝ³õ 1846-ÇÝª »ûÃÝ»ñáñ¹ ³ÙÇëÁ« ´»ñ³ÛÇ ÙÇëÇá-
Ý³ñ³Ï³Ý Ù³ïáõéÇÝ Ù¿ç« Îáëï³Ý¹ÝáõåáÉÇë£ Ü»ñÏ³Û ¿ÇÝ »ûÃÁ ÙÇëÇáÝ³ñÝ»ñª áñå¿ë 
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñÁ ´áÕáù³Ï³Ý ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ£ Ðñ³å³ñ³Ï³õ ×³Ýãó³Ý 
½³ÝáÝù Çμñ»õ ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáëÇ ×ßÙ³ñÇï Ù¿Ï ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ£

2© ø²è²êàôÜ - ÌÝÝ¹áó 7© 4 - ºûÃÁ ûñ¿Ý »ïùÁ ù³é³ëáõÝ ûñ áõ ù³é³ëáõÝ ·Çß»ñ ³ÝÓñ»õ åÇïÇ 
     μ»ñ»Ù©©©
   ÌÝÝ¹áó 8© 6 - ø³é³ëáõÝ ûñ »ïù ÜáÛ ï³å³ÝÇÝ å³ïáõÑ³ÝÁ ´³ó³õ©©©

1846-ÇÝ ´»ñ³ÛÇ Ù³ïáõéÇÝ Ù¿ç Ý»ñÏ³Û ¿ÇÝ 40 Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñª 37 ³Ûñ
»õ 3 ÏÇÝ£ ²ÕûÃù¿ »ïù Ï³ÝáÝ³·ñáõÃÇõÝÁ áñ¹»·ñáõ»ó³õ« áïùÇ íñ³Û Ñ³õ³ÝáõÃÇõÝ ïñáõ»ó³õ 
Ñ³õ³ïùÇ »õ áõËïÇ« »õ ÍÝáõÝ¹Á Û³Ûï³ñ³ñáõ»ó³õ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÇÝ£

40 ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ ³éç»õ μ³óáõ»ó³õ å³ïáõÑ³ÝÁ ï³å³ÝÇÝ« ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÁ êáõñμ
Ðá·õáÛÝ ½ûñáõÃ»³Ùμ Ñéã³Ïáõ»ó³õ ³Ù¿Ýáõñ¿ù« áõ ÑÇÙÝáõ»ó³Ý ï³ëÝ»³Ï ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý 

ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ»ñ£

3© ²ëïáõÍáÛ ÞÝáñÑ³ó ²Õ»ÕÁ ²ÙåÇÝ Ù¿ç
  ÌÝÝ¹áó 9© 13 - ÆÙ ³Õ»Õë ³ÙåÇÝ Ù¿ç åÇïÇ ¹Ý»Ù£ ²ÛÝ åÇïÇ ÁÉÉ³Û ÇÙ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý áõËïÇ 
Ýß³ÝÁ£

Øé³ÛÉ ³Ùå»ñÁ Í³ÍÏ»óÇÝ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý Éáõë³ßáÕ »õ ÚÇëáõë³ïñá÷ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÁ«
ÑÝáóÇÝ Ù¿ç ÑáõñÁ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ëÇñáÛÝ ÙÝ³ó ³ÝÙ³ñ« ²ñÇõÝ³Ñ»ÕáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç áÕáñÙáõÃÇõÝÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
»Õ³õ ÙËÇÃ³ñáõÃÇõÝ£  

ØÃáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç »ñ»õó³õ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ³Õ»ÕÁ£ ºûÃÁ Ûáõë³¹ñÇã ·áÛÝ»ñáíª ÛÇß»óÝ»Éáí ²ëïáõÍáÛ
ÞÝáñÑ³ó  »õ êÇñáÛÝ Ú³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý àõËïÁ« áñ ÙÇÝã»õ ³Ûëûñ ·áÛ ¿ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý 
»Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç£
 Ð»ï»õ³μ³ñ §úÝ Ú³é³ç »Õμ³ÛñÝ»ñ« úÝ Û³é³ç »õ ùáÛñ»ñ« ì»ñ μéÝ»Ýù æ³ÑÁ ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇÝ£ 

Ð²Ú ²ôºî²ð²Ü²Î²Ü ºÎºÔºÔºòÆÆ  170 ²Øº²ÎÆÜ ²èÆÂàì

²ñ³ñ³ïÇ Î³ï³ñ¿Ý îûÝ»Ýù 170-²Ù»³ÏÁ
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Îáã òÝÍ»ñ·áõÃ»³Ý

ÎáãÁ áõÕÕáõ³Í ¿ μáÉáñ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ ³ÝËïÇñ£

 ºÏ¿°ù ³ÝÝ³ËÁÝÃ³ó Ý»ñ¹³ßÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùμ« ³Ýù³Ïï»ÉÇ ÙÇ³ëÝ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ùμ »õ ³Ýë³Ï³ñÏ 
ÝáõÇñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ùμ ÙÇ³Ó³ÛÝª Ç Ëáñáó ëñïÇ Ù»ñ ·áÑáõÝ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý« ÷³é³μ³ÝáõÃ»³Ý áõ 
ûñÑÝ»ñ·áõÃ»³Ý Ó³ÛÝ»ñÁ μ³ñÓñ³óÝ»Ýù ³é ²ëïáõ³Í« Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÇÝ áõ ³Ýáñ 
Ñ³õ³ï³ñÇÙ μ³ñ»Ï³ñ·ÇãÝ»ñáõÝ« ÑÇÙÝ³¹ÇñÝ»ñáõÝ áõ Ù³ñïÇñáëÝ»ñáõÝ« øñÇëïáë³ÏáñÇ½ 
Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý« ½áÑ³μ»ñáõÃ»³Ý áõ §ÙÇÝã»õ Ç Ù³Ñ¦ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÙáõÃ»³Ý  Ñ³Ù³ñ£

 ö³éù ï³Ýù Ð³õ³ïùÇ Ñ»ñáëÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ« áñáÝù ù³ç³μ³ñ áõ ³ñÇ³μ³ñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
ëå³é³½ÇÝáõÃÇõÝÁ Ñ³·³Í ÏáõñÍù å³ñ½»óÇÝ Ñ³É³ÍÇãÝ»ñáõ Ïñ³Ïáï Ý»ï»ñáõÝ ¹¿Ù£

 ²ÝáÝù ãÃáõÉó³Ý áõ ãíñÇå»ó³Ý Çñ»Ýó ëñμ³½³Ý ÏáãáõÙ¿Ý« áõ Ýå³ï³Ï³áõÕÕáõ³Í  
å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïõáõÃ»Ý¿Ý«  ³é³çÝáñ¹áõÃ»Ý¿Ý  »õ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»Ý¿Ý£

 ö³éù ï³Ýù ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ç³ï³·áíÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ« áñáÝù ãÉù»óÇÝ Çñ»Ýó å³ïÝ¿ßÝ»ñÁ« 
ãáõñ³ó³Ý Çñ»Ýó öñÏÇãÁª ÚÇëáõë« áõ ãß»Õ»ó³Ý Çñ»Ýó áÕç³ËáÑ ¹³õ³Ý³Ýù¿Ý« áñáÝó Ñ³Ù³ñ 
³åñÇÉÁ øñÇëïáë ¿ñ áõ Ù³ÑÁ Ï»³Ýù£

 ö³éù ï³Ýù ³õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ç³Ñ³ÏÇñÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ« áñáÝù Ûáõë³Ñ³ï³Ï³Ý å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõ 
Ù¿çª ¹Çõ³ÛÇÝ ÙññÇÏÝ»ñÝ ÇëÏ ãÏñó³Ý Ù³ñ»É ç³Ñ»ñÁ  øñÇëïáë»³Ý£

 Èùáõ³ÍáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç ²ëïáõÍáÛ å³ßïå³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ËáëïáõÙÝ»ñáí ³åñ»ó³Ý£ ²Ý³ñ¹³ñ 
ùÝÝ³¹³ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ³éç»õ ÚÇëáõëÇ ³ñ¹³ñáõÃ»³Ý ½ñ³ÑÁ Ñ³·³Ý£

Ð»ñÓáõ³ÍáÕ³Ï³Ý ³Ýáõ³ÝáõÙÁ ÚÇëáõëÇ ×ßÙ³ñïáõÃ»³Ý Ù³ñÙÝ³óáõÙáíÁ ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ»óÇÝ£

  ÚÇëáõëÇ Ù³ÑÁ Çñ»Ýó Ù³ñÙÇÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç Ïñ»óÇÝ« áñå¿ë½Ç Ï»³ÝùÁ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý 
»Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç Ý»ñ·áñÍ»ñ£

 ºÏ¿ù© 170 ÷³é³μ³Ý³Ï³Ý »ñ·»ñáí »õ ³ÕûÃùÝ»ñáí ïûÝ»Ýù 170-³Ù»³ÏÁ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ëÇñáÛÝ 
»õ Ññ³ß³·áñÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ« áñáÝù ßáÕ³ñÓ³Ïáõ»ó³Ý Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý  »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõ  
·áÛáõÃÇõÝáíÁ£

Ü³Ë³å³ÛÙ³ÝÁ 170-³Ù»³ÏÇ îûÝ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý

 ²ÝÑÝ³ñÇÝ ¿« áñå¿ë ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³ÝÝ»ñ ³ñ¹³ñ³óÝ»É 170-³Ù»³ÏÇ ïûÝ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ« 
»ñμ Ñá·»õáñ³å¿ë Óáñ»ñáõ »õ ÑáíÇïÝ»ñáõ Ù¿ç Ïþ³åñÇÝù£

 Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÇ ÍÝáõÝ¹Á ³å³óáÛó ¿ñ Ù»ñ μ³ñ»Ï³ñ·ÇãÝ»ñáõ Ñá·»õáñ 
μ³ñÓáõÝùÇÝ£ Ðá·»õáñ³å¿ë ²ñ³ñ³ï»³Ý Ï³ï³ñÝ»ñÁ Ñ³ë³Í ¿ÇÝ« áõñ ÏÁ í³Û»É¿ÇÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ« ëñμáõÃÇõÝÁ áõ ëï»ÕÍ³·áñÍáõÃ»³Ý Ï³ï³ñ»ÉáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ ·»Õ»óÏáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ÐáÝ 
¹ñáßÙáõ»ó³Ý ²ëïáõÍáÛ ÝÏ³ñ³·ñÇÝ Û³ïÏ³ÝÇßÝ»ñáí« áõ ëï³ó³Ý Çñ»Ýó ÏáãÙ³Ý ï»ëÇÉùÁ 
³Ýë³ÑÙ³Ý ÑáñÇ½áÝáí« áõ ²ëïáõÍáÛ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý áõËïÇÝ ßÝáñÑ³ó áõ ëÇñáÛ ³Õ»Õáí£

 ²Ûá°« ÙÇ³ÛÝ Ñá·»õáñ í»ñ³½³ñÃÝáõÙÇ Ï³ï³ñÝ»ñ¿Ý ÏñÝ³Ýù ËáñùÁ Ã³÷³Ýó»É« ÁÙμéÝ»É »õ 
ÁÙμáßËÝ»É Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ é³ÑíÇñ³Ý»ñáõÝ ÏáãáõÙÁ« ¹³õ³Ý³ÝùÁ« áÕç³ËáÑ í³ñ¹³å»ïáõÃÇõÝÁ« 
Ñ³õ³ï³ñÙáõÃÇõÝÁ áõ Ù³ñïÇñáëáõÇÉÁ£

 Ðá·»õáñ³å¿ë ²ñ³ñ³ï É»éÝ»ñáõ Ï³ï³ñÝ»ñÁ ÏÁ Ñ³ëÝÇÝù ÚÇëáõëÇ Ñ»ï áõÕÕ³Ñ³Û»³ó 
Ñ³Õáñ¹³ÏóáõÃÇõÝ áõÝ»Ý³Éáí« ×ßÙ³ñÇï Ñ³õ³ïùáí« ³ÕûÃùáí« êáõñμ Ðá·õáÛÝ É»óáõÝáõÃÇõÝáí 
áõ Æñ Ï»Ý³ó ÊûëùÇ ëÝáõÝ¹áí£

 ²ÛÝ ³ï»Ý ³Ï³Ýç³Éáõñ ÏñÝ³Ýù ÁÉÉ³É Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ íÏ³Ý»ñáõ ÚÇëáõë³ïñá÷ ëñï»ñáõÝ »õ 
Ñ³ëÏÝ³É »õ ·Ý³Ñ³ï»É å³ï·³ÙÁ Çñ»Ýó Ñéã³Ï³Í ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇÝ£
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²ÝË³Ëï Ð³Ùá½áõÙÝ»ñáõ ´³ñ»Ï³ñ·ÇãÝ»ñ

²ÝáÝùª ÚáμÇ ÝÙ³Ý« Ï»³ÝùÇ »ñ»ù ÏáñáõëïÝ»ñÁª
êï³óáõ³ÍùÇ Û³÷ßï³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ
³ñÇõÝáï »³Ã³Õ³ÝÇ Ù³Ñáõ³Ý ë³ñëáõéÁ
»õ ýÇ½Çù³Ï³Ý áõ Ñá·»Ï³Ý μ³óáõ³Í í¿ñù»ñÁ ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ»óÇÝ »ñ»ù ³ÝË³Ëï

Ñ³Ùá½ÙáõÝù»ñáí£

³© Ð³ëï³ï ·Çï¿ÇÝ Ã¿ áñáõ ¿ÇÝ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»ñ
§²Ûë ã³ñã³ñ³ÝùÝ»ñÝ ³É ÏÁ Ïñ»Ù« μ³Ûó ³ÙûÃ ã»Ù ë»å»ñ« í³ëÝ½Ç ·Çï»Ù Ã¿ áñáõ »Ù

 â³ñã³ñ³ÝùÝ»ñÁ Ïñ»óÇÝ øñÇëïáëÇ Ù¿ç ³ñÙ³ï³ó³Í Ñ³õ³ïùáí« Ù³Ñáõ³Ý Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ 
¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õ»óÇÝ ÚÇëáõëÇ Ëûëù»ñáõÝ íñ³Û íëï³Ñ»Éáí« áñ Áë³õ §ºë »Ù Ú³ñáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ Î»³ÝùÁ¦£

²Ûë ³é³çÇÝ ÑÇÙÝ³ù³ñÝ ¿ 170-³Ù»³ÏÇ ïûÝ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý£

μ© Ð³ëï³ï ·Çï¿ÇÝ« áñ Çñ»Ýó öñÏÇãÁ áÕç ¿ñ
 1909-ÇÝ« Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ»ñÁ å³ïáõÇñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ùμ ÙÁ ÏþáõÕÕáõ¿ÇÝ ¹¿åÇ 
²ï³Ý³ ï³ñ»Ï³Ý Ð³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÇÝ Ý»ñÏ³Û ÁÉÉ³Éáõ£ Ö³Ý³å³ñÑÇ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ áñáß»óÇÝ ·Çß»ñ»É 
úëÙ³ÝÇ¿ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÇÝ Ù¿ç£

¶Çß»ñáí ³ñÇõÝ³ñμáõ Âáõñù ½ÇÝáõáñÝ»ñ ßñç³å³ï»óÇÝ »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ áõ ³½¹³ñ³ñ»óÇÝ 
ÑáíÇõÝ»ñáõÝ áõ ëïÇå»óÇÝ áñáßáõÙ ³éÝ»É Ñ³õ³ïáõñ³óáõÃ»³Ùμ ³åñ»Éáõª Ï³Ù ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý 
Ñ³õ³ïùáí ÐéÏÇ½áõ»Éáõ£
 ²ÝáÝù Ñ³Ùá½áõ³Í ¿ÇÝ« ê»¹ñ³Ï ØÇë³ù »õ ²μ»¹Ý³·áíÇ ÝÙ³Ý« áñ Ïñ³ÏÇ Ù¿ç ÇëÏ Çñ»Ýó 
öñÏÇãÁ áÕç ¿£
 ÀÝïñ»óÇÝ ÑñÏÇ½áõÙÁ øñÇëïáëÇ Ï»Ý¹³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùáí© ²Ûë »ñÏñáñ¹ ÑÇÙÝ³ù³ñÝ ¿ñ« 
áñ Çñ»Ýó Ý»ñáõÅÝ ¿ñ ÙÇÝã»õ Ç Ù³Ñ Ñ³õ³ï³ñÙáõÃ»³Ýª áñå¿ë Ù³ñïÇñáëÝ»ñ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³Ý³Ï³Ý 
ºÏ»Õ»óÇÇÝ£

·© Ð³ëï³ï ·Çï¿ÇÝ« áñ ¹ñáßÙáõ³Í ¿ÇÝ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇ íëï³ÑáõÃ»³Ùμ
 ÚáμÇ ÝÙ³Ý Û³ï³ñ³ñ»óÇÝ §Â¿»õ ³Ûë ÙáñÃë ÷×³Ý³Û« ÇÙ Ù³ñÙÇÝáíë ½²ëïáõ³Í åÇïÇ 

ºñç³ÝÇÏ ÚáÛëÁ Ñ³ëï³ïáõÙÝ ¿ñ Çñ»Ýó ³ÝË³Ëï Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ£

Æñ»Ýó Ñ³Ù³ñ ³åñÇÉÁ ÚÇëáõë ¿ñ« »õ Ù³ÑÁ Ï»³Ýùª Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý Ï»³Ýù£ ²Ûë »ññáñ¹ 
·³ÕïÝÇùÝ ¿ñ« áñ ³ÝóáÕ³Ï³ÝÇ Ù¿ç« ²ëïáõÍáÛ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý Ã³·³õáñáõÃ»³Ý Í³é³Û»óÇÝ«Ð³Û
²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÇ ÑÇÙÝ³ñÏáõÃ»³Ùμ£
 ÞáÕ³ñÓ³ÏÝ»ñÁ Ð³Û ²õ»ï³ñ³Ý³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõÝ« 170 ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ« »õ »Õ»éÝÇ 
¹ÅáË³ÛÇÝ ûñ»ñáõ Ù¿ç ÇëÏ Ûáõë³¹ñáõ»ó³Ý ²ëïáõÍáÛ Û³õÇï»Ý³Ï³Ý àõËïÇ ³Õ»Õáí« áñ ÏÁ 
ÛÇß»óÝ¿ñ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ê¿ñÁ« àÕáñÙáõÃÇõÝÁ« Ü»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ »õ ÊáëïáõÙÁ£

ºûÃÁ Ûáõë³¹ñÇã »õ ½Ù³ÛÉ»ÉÇ áõ ÷³é³õáñ ·áÛÝ»ñáí£
 ºÏ¿ù« ²ëïáõÍáÛ ÍÇ³Í³ÝÇÝ ï³Ï Ñ³Ù³ËÙμáõÇÝù áõ ÙÇ³ëÇñï Û³é³ç³¹ÇÙ»Ýù ³é³ù»³ÉÇ 
ÏáãÇÝ ÑÝ³½³Ý¹»Éáí£

§àõëïÇ Ù»Ýù ³É« áñ ³Ûëã³÷ íÏ³Ý»ñáõ μ³½ÙáõÃ»³Ùμ ßñç³å³ïáõ³Í »Ýù« ³Ù¿Ý Í³ÝñáõÃÇõÝ
Ù»ñ íñ³Û¿Ý Ù¿Ï¹Ç Ó·»Ýù »õ Ù»½ ¹Çõñ³õ å³ß³ñáÕ Ù»ÕùÁ« Ñ³Ùμ»ñáõÃÇõÝáí í³½»Ýù Ù»ñ ³éç»õ 
¹ñáõ³Í ³ëå³ñ¿½ÇÝ ÁÝÃ³óùÁ£ ÚÇëáõëÇ Ý³ÛÇÝù« Ù»ñ Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ³é³çÝáñ¹ÇÝ áõ Ï³ï³ñáÕÇÝ£¦ 
ºμñ© 12© 1-2£ 



Î»Ýë³Ýáñá· Ú³ÝÓÝ³éáõÃÇõÝ
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THE ARMENIAN ANSWER TO THE ARMENIAN QUESTION, by 
Richard Melikian, This book is not about the past. It is about 
the future.pb #CO355 .................................................. $12.00
ACADEMIES FOR ANATOLIA, by Frank A. Stone, A Study of the 
Rationale, Program, and Impact of the Educational Institutions 
Sponsored by the American Board in Turkey, 1830-2005, 400 pp, 
#325 ................................................................................$39.99
ARMENIAN CHRISTIANITY - THE FAITH OF A NATION, by Rev. Dr. 
Aharon Sapsezian,  A historical look at Christianity in the Arme-
nian culture.pb #252 ........................................................$10.00
ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL MOVEMENT - HISTORY, FAITH AND

MISSION, by Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian, The book consists 
of two parts: Armenian Evangelical Movement and General 
Articles, 249 pp, pb #341  ............................................ $15.00
THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL WORLD COUNCIL, by Rev. Dr. Vahan 
Tootikian, A Bilingual Book, is the History of the Armenian 
Evangelical World Council from its inception in 1978 through 
the year 2014. pp. 397, hc #CO356 ............................. $35.00
THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE, Compiled and edited by Wolfgang 
Gust. 
1915-1916, 800 pp, hc #349  ....................................... $75.00
ARMENIAN NEEDLELACE & EMBROIDERY, by Alice Odian Kaspar-
ian, A photographic collection of more than 100 priceless speci-
mens (a third in color), 127 pp, hc #120  .........................$15.00
THE BENEFITS & CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL

CHURCH TO THE ARMENIAN NATION, by Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, hc 
#295 .......................................................................................$20.00
BLESSINGS IN BITTER CUPS, by Rev. Dr. Giragos Chopourian. A 
triumphant story of a small clan of successful working class Ar-
menians living in Turkey just prior to World War I., hc #305 ........
$20.00
A BRIEF HISTORY OF ARMENIA, by Rev. Sarkis Papajian, 134 pp, 
pb #140........................................................................…. $5.00
CLAWS OF THE CRAB: GEORGIA AND ARMENIA IN CRISIS, by Ste-
phen Brook, 354 pp, hc #237 ..........................................$25.00
DAYS OF TRAGEDY IN ARMENIA, by Henry H. Riggs. An American 

events in Kharbert during the Genocide, 220 pp, pb #267 $25.00
ESCAPE TO MUSA DAGH OR THE BANISHMENT OF ZEITOUN AND

SUEDIA’S REVOLT, by Rev. D. Antreassian, 74 pp, pb #259 .$7.00
ARMENIAN EVANGELICALS’ CHALLENGE TO RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM: The 

Churches. by Dr. Arthur Salibian. pb #361 ............................$8.00
I SHALL NOT DIE,  By Rev. Nerses Sarian.  The personal accounts 
of Rev. Sarian's survival story during the Armenian Genocide
156 pp., pb #347..............................................................$12.00
THE HERITAGE OF ARMENIAN LITERATURE, VOLUME I, From the 
Oral Tradition to the Golden Age 388 pp, hc #288 ..........$35.00
THE MARTYRED ARMENIAN WRITERS 1915-1922: AN ANTHOLOBY, 
By Herand M. Markarian, 250 pp, pb.  #362C .................$30.00
MUSA DAGH GIRL Daughter of Armenian Genocide Survivors, 
the author tells of her loving upbringing against a dark historical 
background. 548 pp,  #348 ...............................................$30.00
NEITHER TO LAUGH NOR TO WEEP, by Rev. Abraham Hartu-
nian. A Memoir of the Armenian Genocide  #56c ......$12.95 
IN OTHER WORDS, by Rev. Dr. Peter Doghramji.  A variety of 

BOOKS selected sermons. #310 ..................................................$20.00
SHOWERS OF GRACE, by Arousiag Tovmassian Missirlian. A 
Memoir of God’s abundant blessings throughout a lifetime 
of Christian service.  #5346 .......................................$20.00 
SURVIVAL OR REVIVAL, by Carnegie S. Calian, Ten keys to 
church vitality.  #278 ...................................................$17.00 
THE THIRSTY ENEMY - A MEMOIR, by Dr. John Markarian. It 
tells about the beginning steps in the creation of Haigazian 
College (now University), an institution of higher learning, 

the thirsty Enemy. 438 pp, hc #335  ..........................$15.00 
TORN BETWEEN TWO LANDS, by Robert Mirak, Armenians in 
America 1890 to World War I.  A comprehensive study of 
the Armenian community in America.  #121 ..............$25.00 
THE TREATMENT OF ARMENIANS IN THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE

1915-1916, By Viscount Bryce. Documents presented to 
Viscount Grey of Fallodon Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs.  #14f ...............................................................$23.00 
UNDERSTANDING THE OLD TESTAMENT, by Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, 
hc #271 ..................................................................................$35.00
Views on Good News, by Asien Surmeian, 365 inspiring 
daily devotions for Christian living. #309 ...................$20.00
WE WALKED, THEN WE RAN, by Alice Muggerditchian Shipley. The 

Armenia during the Turkish atrocities, pb #125  .....................$8.00
160TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ARMENIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCH

(in English and Armenian), by Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, 
Articles and lectures by the author, lectures by Armenian 
Evangelical ministers and lay leaders presented at the 
All Armenian Evangelical Conference held in Yerevan, 
Armenia, Sept. 15-17, 2006 and a brief report on the 160th 
Anniversary celebrations held in Armenia. #327 .....$30.00 

Bookstore

#352 .....................................$35.00

#323 ............................................$10.00

#CO354 .......................................$5.95

 #332 ...........$10.00

#351 .....$35.00

#333 .................................................................................... $20.00

#330 ..................................$5.00

#329 ....................$20.00
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#331 .$20.00
ARMENIAN REFERENCE BIBLE - hc black - large - # 13x1  .... $25.00
pb white - large # 13x2  .................................................$20.00
Leather bound black - large # 13x3  .............................$30.00
Leather bound white - large # 13x4  .............................$30.00
SERPAZAN BADMUTIUN (Children’s Bible) # 155b ............$10.00

#272 ..................................................$10.00

ARMENIAN  BIBLES - 

CDs, TAPES & DVDs

Featured Books
The Armenian Genocide:
Evidences from the 

Archives, 1915-1916.
Compiled and edited by
Wofgang Gust
Item # 349 Price: $75.00
To order this book, please 

Form. 

For a complete listing of our Bookstore items, please contact AMAA 
Bookstore: 201.265.2607, or visit www.amaa.org

A VIOLA RECITAL - (CD) Brahms, Schubert, Gomidas, 
Bagdasarian, Milhaud, Reger - by Gor Hovhannisyan, Viola and 
Gary Kirkpatrick, Piano. Recorded live, #301 ..................$15.00
AMAA'S "YOUNG VIRTUOSOS" OF ARMENIA - (CD) Musical Ensemble 

Armenian and international classical music, #293 ............ $10.00
HOOYSUS ES (You are my hope) - (CD) by Mary Balian - Armenian 
Contemporary Music. #358 .............................................$10.00
ARMENIAN MEDIEVAL & CONTEMPORARY MUSIC - (CD) by 

Quintet. Music by Komitas, Ruben Altunyan, Alexander 
Spendiarian and Aram Khachaturyan. #347B .................$12.50
KOMITAS DUDUK MELODIES - (CD) by Hampic Djabourian and 
Ensemble. This set includes 2 CDs and 1 DVD and was recorded 
live at Gomidas Chamber Music Hall in 2010. #347C ....... $12.50
MY JOURNEY HOME - (DVD/CD) by Hampig Djabourian (Clarinet 

Ruben Asadryan, Conductor. #347A ...............................$16.50
BIBLICAL PARALLELS - (DVD) Paintings by Lucy Janjigian  - The 
paintings are the evolutionary results of many years of Bible 
Study - Accompanied by music and narration - 32 paintings, 
#312.................................................................................$25.00 
JOURNEY TO RESURRECTION 
Janjigian - Depicting images of Passion Week scenes from Holy 
Thursday to the Resurrection, with scenes from Jerusalem's 
land marks with narration and musical accompaniment - 33 
paintings, DVD #313a, Video #313b ...............................$25.00 
UPROOTED - (DVD) Paintings by Lucy Janjigian  -  Depicting 
images from the Armenian Genocide by the Ottoman Turks - 
Accompanied by photographs, narration and music - 32 paintings  
#313c ..................................................................................$25.00 

Book Order Form
Please forward Book(s) {List by catalogue Item No.(s)} 

# (s) ____________  For a total of $____________ plus 

$____________  for postage and handling.

additional book. For Canada and international orders, please call 
or e-mail AMAA for shipping and handling charges before you 
send in your order - (order books by catalogue numbers).

Name:   _____________________________________________

Address:_________________________________________

               ____________________________________________

E-mail:  _____________________________________________  

Tel:  _______________________________________________

Enclosed is my check for $ ______________

Make checks payable to Armenian Missionary Association of America in 
U.S. dollars and mail to AMAA, 31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 
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Exploring Our Faith:
In the Words of the 
Apostles' Creed
By Rev. Dr. Peter 
Doghramji
Item # 358 - Price: $10.00

out the Book Order Form. 
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The Youth Home of 
Istanbul: The Return of 
the Remnants.
By Hrant Guzelian
Item # 357- Price: $20.00
To order this book, please 

Form. 
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#155b..................................................................$10.00
Manga Messiah -  Armenian Children's 
Graphic Bible. Manga Messiah is an account of the life 
of Jesus. #348 ....................................................$10.00 



Hildalea Gaidzakian
 -
dzakian passed away on 
April 25, 2016 in São 
Paulo, Brazil. She was 
86.

on February 13, 1930 
in Beirut, Lebanon to 
Armenian immigrants 

Brazil with her parents and brother in 1935. 
 In São Paulo she studied at Conservatório 
Dramático e Musical de São Paulo as well 
as at Conservatório Anchieta of Faculdade 
Mozarteum and became a professional of high 
artistic level as a singer, concert pianist, con-
ductor, declaimer, broadcaster, and a dedicated 
music teacher. She received many awards and 
trophies for her work.
 After completing her music training in 
Brazil, she went abroad where she advanced 
her vocal training at the University of Albany 

of Armenia, always being praised for her per-
formance, and was known as the "Nightingale 
of Armenia."

-
listano at the Teatro Municipal of São Paulo, 
where she was one of the major soloists. She 
was a Professor of Piano and Singing at the 
Conservatory of Santana, at the Brazilian 
Baptist College and Queen of Apostles, as 
well as a Professor of Vocal Technique at 
the Faculty of Dramatic and Musical Con-
servatory of São Paul. She was the head of 
Madrigal "Angelic Choirs," presenting many 
recitals. On the day the Gaidzakians settled 
in São Paulo, they became members of the 
Armenian Evangelical Central Church of 
São Paulo, contributing much to the spiritual 
and social activities of the community. For 

Conductor of the Church.
 With an outstanding performance in the 
professional world of art and in the Armenian-
-Brazilian community for nearly 50 years, 

of Armenian music, both sacred and popular, 
as well as Armenian history and Armenian 
poetry.
 She is survived by her sister-in-law, 
nieces, a nephew, and several cousins. The 
wake was held at the Armenian Evangelical 
Central Church of São Paulo on April 26, and 
a memorial service was held on May 8.
 She will be missed immensely by her lo-
ved ones and by the Armenian Community of 
São Paulo, Brazil. May God bless her memory 
and comfort her family members. 

Obituaries

 The following obituary is in loving 
memory of two AMAA supporters who 
passed away in 2013.

 
of New Milford, NJ, passed away suddenly 
on March 8, 2013. She was devoted to 
her family and the Armenian community. 

Cross Armenian Church in Union City, 
NJ and was also a member of St. Thomas 
Armenian Church in Tenafly and the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus.

devoted husband, passed away on October 

Armenian Presbyterian Church in Paramus 
for 94 years. Levon served in the Army during 
WWII at a very young age and was stationed 
in Panama.

wonderful memories with their son, Paul, 
and their daughter, Carol Ellen (Stewart), 

grandchildren, Alyssa Goulian Stack 

(husband Sean), Victor Edwin Stewart, Jr., 
James Taneian Stewart, Jr. and Andrew 
George Goulian Stewart. They were also 
great grandparents to Charlotte Katherine and 
Garrettt Paul Stack.

Beatrice Kassapian and her identical twin, 
Alice Bogdasarian, predeceased her. Levon is 

had previously lost his brother Ara Goulian 
and his twin sister Lillian Neuberger.

AGBU, where she was a Board member 
for many years. She was also active in the 
Women’s Guild at the Armenian Presbyterian 
Church in Paramus, and served on the Board 

Richard I. Kasper, M.D.

MD passed away March 
29, 2016 in Newport 

96 and lived a long and 
fulfilled life dedicated 
to his Christian faith, 
his family, his medical 
p rofess ion  and  h is 
Armenian heritage.
 
farm in Fresno, CA in 1919 to immigrant 
parents who had recently arrived from 

the Armenian community and the Armenian 
Trinity Church in Fresno, CA.

excelled in science in school and enrolled 
at Fresno State before transferring to the 
University of California at Berkeley School 

with his education and later served in the 

from the USC Medical School and practiced 
Ophthalmology in Burbank for 50 years into 
his 80s. Dr. Kasper was involved throughout 
his career with the Doheny Eye Institute at 
USC and received many awards for his work.  

bring training and ophthalmology equipment 

institute in Laguna Beach who ultimately 
found the Armenian Eyecare Project, a 
major medical outreach program providing 
outstanding medical care to the people of 
Armenia.
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Rosemarie and Levon 
Goulian

of the AMAA. She was a remarkable human 
being, and a wonderful mother, grandmother, 
great grandmother and friend to so many 
people, sharing her values and love with 
everyone who touched her life.
 Levon was a very special person, excelling 
in sales and forming long-lasting friendships 
through his business relationships, a quality 

a kind, generous person who loved his family 
and read the Bible every day. Levon devoted 
his life to his family by giving his time and 
caring for those whom he loved.

their time and resources whenever needed 

the AMAA Christmas and Summer Camp 
Committee for many years. 
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Samuel Mesroubian
Samuel Mesroubian 

of St. Paul MN passed 
away on January 23, 
2016 at the age of 82.

The first born of 
Armenian Genocide 
survivors Marie and 

S a m  g r e w  u p  i n 
the village of Kirikhan in the district of 
Iskandaroun, better known in biblical times 

Turkey.  When he was six, the family moved to 

known as Gurintse Camp, until his graduation 
from Aleppo College.  The School was an 

and supported by the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America and many American 
Evangelical Churches in the USA.

Sam learned the art of watch repair from 
his cousin’s husband and started his own 
shop after graduation.  After two years in 
the struggling business he took a position as 
an electrical technician with Iraqi Petroleum 
Company in the Syrian Desert at an outpost oil 
pumping station. When the war over ownership 
of the Suez Canal ended, the company offered 
back pay to its workers.  With this small sum 
of money, Sam decided to leave for the U.S. 
to study electrical engineering.

degree and retired from the 3M Company after 
25 years of service. Sam was an active member 
of the Saint Sahag Armenian Apostolic Church 
in St. Paul for many years and a humble, 
cheerful and compassionate member of the 
Armenian Community in Minnesota.

children Scott and Sherre Mazzarese (David), 
two granddaughters Sarah and Paige, brother 
Azad and his sister Lucy Ishkanian.  

Funeral services were held on January 
27 at the Woodbury Lutheran Church, 
Woodbury, MN. 

John Voskian, M.D.
D r .  J o h n  B . 

Vosk ian ,  fa ther  o f 
AMAA Board member 
Michael Voskian, DMD, 
passed away on March 
16, 2016 in Montvale, 
NJ at the age of 91.

Born in New Jersey 
to Mihran and Victoria 
Voskian, he enjoyed a career spanning over 35 
years as an Obstetrician/Gynecologist in both 
California and New Jersey.  

attended Albany Medical School, completed 

California and practiced in Southern California 
before moving back to New Jersey where he 

years.

picnic and they were married in 1957.  They 
were blessed with three children.  John loved 
his family, his church and his friends and the 
joy of bringing new life into the world as an 

cheerleader to his children and grandchildren, 
never ceasing to support them in all they did.

Marilyn, his children Victoria, Michael 
(Jacqueline)  and Katherine,  and his 
grandchildren Nicole and Jennifer Gambino, 
Dana and Mark Soulas, and Steven, Juliette 
and Evan Voskian.

Funeral services took place on March 
21 at the Armenian Presbyterian Church in 
Paramus, NJ.  The family requests that dona-
tions may be made in John’s memory to the 
Armenian Presbyterian Church-Building Fund 
or to the AMAA-Voskian Endowment Fund. 

Vahe Stanley Touryan
 Va h e  S t a n l e y 
Touryan passed away 
on Palm Sunday, March 
20, 2016, after a short 

Jerusalem in August 
1939, the fourth child 

Adelina Touryan. Vahe did his elementary 

the U.S. with his family. After completing 
his high school education, Vahe received 
his doctor of Pharmacy degree from the 
University of Southern California in 1965. 

served as a pharmacist at various locations in 
Glendale, CA.  Vahe was highly regarded by 
the local community as a capable and very 
caring pharmacist. 

made his home in Pasadena. Not having 

second parents to all the children and 
grandchildren of their brothers and sisters. As 
a gentle, modest, yet highly intelligent person 
with a unique sense of humor, Vahe was adored 
by both the Touryan and Ajemian kids.
 Although Vahe’s profession as a 
pharmacist was his vocation, his real love and 
expertise was in history and political science. 
It was a pleasure to listen to his uncanny and 
often profound analyses of human affairs. Vahe 
accepted the Lord at a young age and had a 
deep understanding and love for scripture. 
Everyone who met Vahe loved and admired 

said, "There was nothing false in him." John 
1:47 (NIV) 

extended family and all who knew him. 

Life and Campus Crusade, started a Sunday 
School Class at Mariner’s Church in Newport, 
and taught Sunday School at St. Mary’s 
Armenian Church in Costa Mesa.

his son Dennis and his wife Jodi and their two 
daughters, Ashleigh and Alexandra, and by his 
daughter, Marilyn Beck and her husband Jeff 
and their two children Lori and Matt Davis,  
Matt’s wife Courtney, and his two great 
grandchildren Luke and Theo Davis.
 A memorial service was held for Dr. 
Kasper on April 30 at Mariner’s Church in 
Irvine. 

The AMAA Board of Directors  and the staff wish to extend 
their heartfelt condolences to the families of the following 
deceased friends.

_____________________________
* Memorials designated for AMAA

* Benjamin Bakerjian
Oxford, NJ

Commerce City, MI
* Kveta Florence Dvoracek

Glendale, CA
* Silva Gurunlian

Los Angeles, CA

São Paulo, Brazil
* Vahe Manougian

Aleppo, Syria
* Mardig Pogharian

Canoga Park, CA

Wallingford, CT



     AMAA first heard about this family from a Facebook post 

which indicated that triplets (two girls and a boy) were in 

need of infant formula. The post also indicated that the par-

ents lived under very bad social conditions and it was very 

difficult to find infant formula for their three newborns. AMAA 

Yerevan staff reached out and connected with the family.  

  The mother, Seda, was born in Yerevan, while the father, 

Tigran, is from the Yegeghnadzor, Vayots Dzor region. A 

year after they got married, they welcomed their first baby 

girl Lilit. Their son David was born four years later. Then the 

triplets Elen, Alen, Milena arrived in mid 2015. As the only 

breadwinner of the family, Tigran’s very low salary cannot 

fully support his wife and five children.  Seda confirms that 

having the little ones enrolled in the Armenian Children's Milk 

Fund program has been a huge assistance for their family. 

  Over the past 26 years, the Armenian Children's Milk 

Fund has assisted thousands of families with their individual 

needs.  Purchasing formula can quickly become a financial 

hardship and the ACMF is committed to helping ease this 

burden by providing monthly allotments or as needed basis.

  With the support of caring members, such as you, the 

AMAA can sustain this special program and continue giving 

a gift of love which lasts a lifetime.

A GIFT OF LOVE
A LIFELONG IMPACT

ARMENIAN CHILDREN’S
MILK FUND

 in honor of  

Please make all checks payable to the Armenian Missionary Association of America (memo: Milk Fund) or make a donation online today at 
www.amaa.org by clicking on the DONATE button. 

MAKE YOUR GIFT OF LOVE TODAY AND HELP GIVE BABIES A HEALTHY START TO LIFE

TRIPLETS!
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