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When the AMAA was founded in 1918, there were  
more than 100,000 widows and orphans spread  

throughout the Middle East. We answered the call to meet 
their spiritual and physical needs. In the Christian spirit,  

we still answer the call for those in need in our Homeland, 
in the Middle East, and around the world.

Camp Sheen Shoghik



A Legacy of  
Faith, Love,  
and Service

F or almost one hundred years, 
the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America has 
served the Lord by putting faith 
into action for our brothers and 

sisters in need. We have built churches, 
schools, and camps, provided life-
giving medical care, created educational 
opportunities, met the needs of those  
in want, and done so much more.

Upon this legacy of faith, love, and 
service, we embrace a future filled with 
opportunities to do even more, a second 
century of serving the Lord by serving 
others. So we embark on the AMAA 
Centennial Campaign — a $20 million 
commitment to another hundred years  
of touching lives the world over.



We Have  
a Story  

that Must 
Be Told



It was just one year after Armenia’s 
independence — 1992 — and 9-year-old 
Ovsanna accepted Christ as her Lord 
and Savior. Ovsanna’s grandmother 
learned of a church supported in 

Yerevan by the Armenian Missionary 
Association of America, and she took all 
her grandchildren to worship.

Those seeds of faith she planted continue 
to bear fruit today. Ovsanna is married 
now, and her husband and his sister have 
followed her into the church. She has two 
daughters, and she teaches Sunday School 
in Armenia. Eighteen 8- and 9-year-old 
boys and girls learn about Jesus from her.

“I love these children so much and  
believe that they love Jesus,” Ovsanna 
says. “I want this sweet love to soar in 
everyone’s hearts.”

In 2002, a boy named Gor agreed to go to a 
summer camp supported by the AMAA. He 
went with a specific goal — to not become 
a Christian. It was a goal he failed to meet. 
“God touched my heart through the people, 
atmosphere, and environment in the camp,” 
Gor says, “and I accepted Jesus.”

As with Ovsanna, seeds planted continue 
to grow. Today, it’s Dr. Gor — an elder 
in his church and volunteer physician at 
AMAA camps. “I am always happy to serve 
in the camps and to lead the teens who 
search for the way, the truth, and the life,”  
he says.

And then there is Ohanes. As an Armenian 
raised in Aleppo, Syria, he saw his country 
descend into chaos and war. His father 
couldn’t get to the shop he owned because 
of the danger so the family struggled  
financially. Then a heart attack claimed  
his father’s life.

The hope for Ohanes’ family was his 
getting an education. But how? There was 
no way he could afford it. Then he heard of 
financial assistance available at Haigazian 
University in Beirut just for Armenians 
from Syria. He applied for it … and was 
awarded a full, four-year scholarship.

“It was the happiest moment in my life,” 
Ohanes says. “My goal is to work hard and 
earn excellent grades, which will help me 
get a scholarship for a program in medi-
cine.” He just finished his first year thanks 
to AMAA’s financial support. And he made 
the Dean’s List.

These are just three stories. At the AMAA, 
we can tell tens of thousands of them. 
Stories of men, women, and children who 
are proud of their Armenian heritage and 
history and in need of spiritual, educa-
tional, and physical nurture. For almost  
a century — they have come to the AMAA 
for help … and found it.

ABOVE: Ovsanna learned about Jesus at an AMAA-sponsored  
church in Armenia and teaches Sunday School now



The Needs  
  are Great...

and  
Our Faith  
is Strong



Emphatically, yes. In fact, the 
needs are dire and expanding. 
Improvement in the quality of life 
in Armenia and Karabagh has not 
come as quickly as hoped since 

they gained independence 25 years ago. 
Today, more than 40 percent of the people 
still live below the poverty line. A quarter 
of Armenian children come from what  
are considered “extremely poor” families.  
And these numbers are growing.

Turmoil in the Middle East puts thousands 
of ethnic Armenians in jeopardy and want. 
Last year, 15,000 Syrian Armenians fled to 
Armenia, more than doubling the number 
from just a few years ago. The needs we  

fill are not limited to Armenia and  
the Middle East. The AMAA serves our  
brothers and sisters across Europe  
and in the United States. 

Everywhere we work, church buildings  
and camps sit in urgent need of  
renovation. New churches wait to be  
built. The endowments for our schools 
need enhancing. Those in need have  
limited options for medical care.  
And, of course, there is the vital need  
to spread God’s love.

In faith, we must answer the clear call for 
the spiritual nourishment, educational 
support, and health care that we provide.

is there truly A need for  
A more Aggressive century of  

service from AmAA? 

ABOVE: Bethel Church Sunday School, Aleppo, Syria



The Vision  
to Embrace  
the Future



R ight now, today, we stand at a crossroad, where 
the many needs before us intersect with the 
opportunity to do something significant about 
them. We have the vision to embrace a future 
of changed lives for thousands of people. We 

have the opportunity to establish new churches, give more 
children a joyful experience in a beautiful, natural setting, 
provide education to those who otherwise could not afford 
it, and preserve our language and heritage.

To make this vision a reality, to embrace this future, 
to truly make a difference, it is vital to have a well-
conceived and focused plan. Our $20 million Centennial 
Campaign is that plan, targeting five key areas.

i. cApitAl projects $5 MILLION

ii. providing educAtion $8 MILLION

iii. churches And mission in Action $2 MILLION

iv. delivering vitAl heAlth cAre $1 MILLION

v. ensuring the future of AmAA $4 MILLION

CENTENNIAL
THE

CAMPAIGN



Students at Camp Sheen Shoghik



Gyumri is Armenia’s second-
largest city. With $2.1 million,  
we will complete the 
construction of a new church 

and community center, meeting spiritual 
needs and touching lives just as Ovsanna’s 
life was touched, and she, in turn, touched 
many more. We also commit  
$1 million for vital renovations to 
three churches in the Armenian 
cities of Alaverti, Vanatzor, and 
Ijevan and the building of a new 
church in the southwest district 
of Yerevan. This new church will 
provide an important center of 
worship and discipleship. The 
repairs to the other churches are 
critical and need to be done now.

We will dedicate $1.6 
million for new construction 
and improvements at camps in 
Armenia and Lebanon. These camps give 
young boys and girls an outlet to escape 
their impoverished daily routines and 
enjoy programs that foster self-esteem, 
build self-confidence, and share the word 
of God. But they do so much more.

Programs at the camps cultivate the 
spirit of goodness in these young people, 

so that they may rise to their potential  
and find their faith fortified. We want to 
inspire their dreams and aspirations, 
encourage young discoveries, and place 
them on a path to success. Our camps 
are part of our commitment to “train the 
child in the way he should go.” In beautiful 

settings, these facilities get  
boys and girls like Gor out of  
the cities into nature, into a 
place of fun, joy, fellowship, and 
personal growth.

Education has always  
been central to our mission. 
Not only is it key to improving 
the lives of those we serve, it 
preserves our proud heritage, 
teaches our language, and 
prepares tomorrow’s leaders  
of our society.

With $300,000, we will 
make necessary repairs and renovations 
to existing kindergarten buildings in 
Karabagh, and put the finishing touch 
— a fence and walkway — on one of our 
proudest achievements, the new Khoren 
and Shooshanig Avedisian School and 
Community Center in Yerevan. 

cApitAl projects

i
BUILDING CHURCHES, CAMPS, & SCHOOLS

$5 MILLION

Armenia, 
Karabagh, 
Lebanon



W ith your generous 
support, AMAA provides 
educational opportunities 
to thousands of young 

men and women. We must ensure we can 
maintain the faculty and facilities to meet 
this noble mission and keep these schools 
as affordable as possible. To do 
so, we will grow the endowment 
funds for our schools around 
the world, with a bold $8 million 
commitment.

We begin with a $2 million 
enhancement to the endowment 
of one of our proudest 
accomplishments — the 
Avedisian School.

In Lebanon, Haigazian University 
is a center not only for education and 
preparation for future careers, but for 
diverse cultural interaction as well. It offers 
a top-quality, American-style university 
education in Beirut. 

At Haigazian, the potential of each 
student is nurtured by an engaged, 
talented faculty. The life of the university 

reflects the rich, cosmopolitan, and 
pluralistic society of Lebanon. It promotes 
dialogue, harmony, and integration  
among all students. Each student finds  
a supportive community founded on care, 
concern, and mutual respect.

As a vital place of learning and 
personal and spiritual growth, 
we will support Haigazian 
University with $4 million for 
its endowment fund to provide 
tuition support for students at 
this institution.

For schools we support in 
Lebanon, we will create a $1 
million educational endowment 
fund. And in North America, 

Armenian Evangelical Schools the AMAA 
supports will benefit from a $1 million 
increase in the endowment fund. 

The educational opportunities we 
provide are life-changing. In so many 
ways, this is essential to our future and 
the preservation of our heritage — the 
educated young people of today are the 
leaders of tomorrow.

providing educAtion

ii
AMAA EDUCATIONAL ENDOWMENTS

$8 MILLION



Haigazian University in Beirut

Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School 
and Community Center in Yerevan



W e educate. We evange-
lize. We disciple. But we 
also meet real, tangible, 
pressing needs. In many 

of the areas we serve, basic health care is 
a luxury. We build, operate, and support 

medical and dental 
clinics. Working 
through AMAA’s 
Armenia Medical 
Missions program, 
since 2009, medical 
professionals and 
volunteers treat 
hundreds of adults 
and children in 
Armenia.

The Medical Missions’ mission state-
ment says, we answer a call “to serve 
those in need of God’s love through 
medical service, health education, and 
the preaching of the Gospel.” A $1 million 
investment in a health care endowment 
fund will support these programs.

delivering vitAl heAlth cAre

A s our Lord 
commanded, we 
are to go into all 
the world to make 

disciples. Today, with so 
much turmoil and disloca-
tion, there is opportunity to 
reach so many with the hope 
of our faith. We desire to 
make a difference in the lives 

of men and women in both 
Europe and Eurasia. And  
so we commit $1 million of  
our Centennial Campaign to 
the endowments for each  
of these regions. We will 
make an eternal difference  
through ministry, outreach, 
discipleship, and support of 
our churches.

churches & mission in Action

$1 MILLION

Armenia

$2 MILLION

Europe and 
Eurasia

iv

iii



ensuring the future of AmAA
v

W e will commit 
$1 million 
to AMAA’s 
annual oper-

ating fund and $3 million 
to the general endowment 
fund. Our annual operating 
and general endowment 
funds are key components 

to AMAA being able to plan, 
execute, and support so 
many endeavors around the 
globe. From the Armenian 
Children’s Milk Fund to Syria 
and Karabagh Relief efforts. 
From being the last hope of a 
refugee to providing the first 
help to a family in need.

this is the ArmeniAn missionAry AssociAtion of AmericA. 
We’re proud of the century behind.  

noW is the time to prepAre for the century to come.

$4 MILLION

Constuction progress for the AMAA church  
and community center in Gyumri, Armenia



Partner  
with Us in  

  Faith... 



 ...We will  
Change Lives 

Around  
the World

I t is encouraging to look back at a 
century of providing vitally needed 
help to people like Ovsanna, Gor, 
and Ohanes. We have been faithful 
to the AMAA’s legacy of service.  

Now, let us embrace the future.

With your vital partnership, we will build 
and improve churches, schools, and 
camps. We will open the door to higher 
education for those who cannot now 
afford it. We will help those displaced by 
turmoil in the world. What better way is 
there to honor the legacy of those who 
came before us and who — for almost 
a century — acted with courage and 
generosity? What better way to embrace 
the future and embrace our responsi-
bility to continue this legacy of service?

We have the Lord. We have the call, the 
responsibility to keep going. We have 
the legacy, vision, and plan to make 
a lasting difference in the lives of so 
many. What we need … is your support. 
Partner with us in the AMAA Centennial 
Campaign. Together, we’ll embrace the 
future … and make it brighter.

AMAA Camp Bedrosian in Shushi



“Go into all  
the world and 

preach the  
Gospel to  

all creation.” 
MARK 16:15
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AMAA “Shogh” Day Center, Vanatzor, Armenia

The Rev. Dr. Movses Janbazian Kindergarten, Martakert, Karabagh

Khoren and Shooshanig Avedisian School, Yerevan, Armenia
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A scenic view of 
Goris, Armenia



ArmeniAn missionAry AssociAtion of AmericA, inc.

AMAA WORLDWIDE HEADQUARTERS

31 West Century Road, Paramus, NJ 07652

Tel: 201-265-2607

AMAA ARMENIA HEADQUARTERS

18 Marshall Baghramian Street, Yerevan 0019, Armenia

Tel: 374-10- 54-35-76

AMAA WEST COAST OFFICE

1101 North Pacific Avenue, Glendale, CA 91202

Tel: 818-937-9840

www.amaa.org


